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When the Romaniſts aſſert, that their Church is Infallible, and 
theirs only; we may in reaſon expect, that they ſhould produce 
good Proof, that their Church is ſo highly privileged above all 
othex Churches : This they ſay they do, and their Proofs they tel] 
us are ſo convincing, that they may pals for no leſs than Demon- 
ſtrations: Bur, alas, when we come to examine them, we find 
our ſelves ſtrangely diſappointed; inſtead of Demonſtrations, we 
meet with nothing that amounts to ſo much as Probability. 

Their pretended Proofs are taken from Scripture, from Reaſon, 


'and from the Authority of the ancient Church. 


I. Thoſe from Scripture are many, but all of them as im- 
pertinent, as that of their Angelical Doctor, to prove that all Men 
are not equally bound to have an explicite Faith, becauſe 'tis ſaid, 
Job 1. 14. that the Oxen were plowing, and the Aſſes were feeding be- 
fraes them, For, ; 

. Fax ny They do not prove that any Church now in being is In- 
dlildICe, : 

Secondly, Much leſs that the Church of Fome is. 

Firſt, They do not prove, that any Church now in being 1s In- 
fallible. I fay now in being, becaule we grant, that there was a 
time, when even particular Churches were in their Guides In- 
fallible, viz. while the Apoſtles liv'd, and took upon them the 
Government of particular Churches : And many of thoſe Scriptures 
which the Romaniſts produce for the Infallibility of their preſent 
Church, peculiarly relate to that time, and to thoſe. Perſons : For 
inſtance, theſe Promiſes, The Comforter which is the Huly Ghoſt, whom 

the Father will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach you all things, and bring al! 
things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you, I have ma- 
zy things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now , Howbeit when the 
Spirit of Truth is come, he ſhall guide you into all Truth for he ſhall not 
ſpeak. of himſelf,” but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak, and he 
{all ſhew you things to come, * © © | 

*Tis plain, that theſe Promiſes are to be limited to the Apo- 

ſtles, and thoſe Diſciples only , who perſonally convers'd with 

eur Saviour ; becauſe they-, were madero thoſe to whom he him- 

ſelf-had ſpokeh,- and to. whoſe remembrance rhe Holy Ghoſt was 
to bring thoſe things .he had before rold them 3; to thoſe to whom 

he had , many more things to ſay, which they were not yet 

able-ro bear; to thoſe who had been with Chriſt from the 

Deginning; to thoſe from whom: Chriſt was now going _ 
| ; an 
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and whom he had before told of his departure; to thoſe to whom 
the Holy Ghoſt was to ſhew things ro come; a Privilege which 
the preſent Rowan Church does not, I think, ſo much as pretend to. 
And for thoſe other Scriptures, which extend to ſucceeding. 
Ages; tho' they do for the moſt part. concern the Catholick only, 
and not any particular Church; yet they neither aſſert nor promite 
any ſuch thing as abſolute Infallibility. 
Let it be ſuppoſed, that S. Pas! calls the Church, rhe Pillar and 
Ground: of Truth ( for theſe words may as well be connected with, x Tim. 3 15. 
and apply'd to that Summary of Chriſtian Doctrine, which fol- 
lows ) muſt the meaning needs be, that the Church cannot err ? 
May it not juſtly lay claim to this Title. 1. If it do not actually. 
err, tho' it is fallible, and may err? If nothing may be call'd a 
Pillar that is- capable of any defect , S. Peter's Church in Rome, 
will have no Pillar left to ſupport it. Or, 2. If it doth not err 
in things neceſſary to Salvation. That may be truly call'd a Pillar, 
that upholds all that is need[u] to the being of che Houſe, tho' it do 
not ſupport every little part, bur ſuffers here and there a Tile or a 
Stone to fall to the ground. Or, 3. If together with all neceſſary 
Truths it gives ſupport to-ſome Errors: As we frequently ſee thoſe 
Pillats that uphold the Builcing 3 together. with it, they alſo ſup- 
port other things, that are laid upon it, and are no better than a 
nuſance and incumbrance to it. And ſuch a Pillarof Truth, the 
Romaniſts muſt be forc'd to grant. the Univerſal Church hath ſome- 
times been ; for-has it not for ſome Ages maintain'd thoſe Do- 
G&rines, which the preſent Church of Rome condemns as erroneous ? 
Tho' the truth is, the Church here ſpoken of, was that in which 
Timothy was directed how to behave himſelf; and that was the 
Church of Epheſ#s, ( or in the largeſt ſenſe, that of Afa, of which wr. zjcaur's 
Epheſus was the Metropolis) and that this Church hath fundamen- preſenc Stare 
rally err'd, muſt needs be granted, there being not one Family of - wa Greek, 
Chriſtians now to be found in Epheſus. 2 F'I6 
From that Promiſe of our Saviour, that the gates of Hell ſhall 5 
net prevail againſt his Church, they can by no means infer Infallibili- 00 
ty, till they have firſt prov'd that the Gates of Hell prevail againſt 
every Society; yea, againſt every Perſon, that is not infallible: 
And when that ſhall be once prov'd, the Gates of Hell will be fo 
largely extended, and thoſe who enter m- at them ſo numerous, 
that 'ris to be ſear'd, S. Peter will never more be put to the trouble 
of opening the Gates of Heavea for any Man. 
"Tis 


Matth, 22. 26. 


Matth. 18. 20. 


Match. 18.17. 
Heb. 13. 17. 
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*Tis true, Chriſt hath; promiſed) to: be. with Irs :Chargh: always, 
even to the end of the World. : But if all:thaſe with wham Lo 
preſent, are infallible, chen every ſincere Chriftianin-the World.is; 
{oz. and then what will become of the Pope's, Prerogative? *When 
the pooreſt Mechanick, in caſe he be but an honeſt Chriſtian, will 
be as infallible a Guide of Controverſtes, as he is now by his Flat-- 
terers pretended to be. Ry 3, Ode et _ 
\ And as little to this purpoſe, 'is that other Promiſe of our. $a- 


: Yiour 3 YPhere two or three: are:gathered together in my. name, there am 


I in the midſ# of them. For if ks noone DJng the midſt of 
them;- does: make them: infallible 3 fince *cis fare he will never 
be .worſe than his word : tis alſo certain, that if but two or three 
only:thall meet rogether in his name in Zendox, they will be, when 
ſo met together , infallible. And if Infallibility may be had at 
bome,: and at fo cheap a rate, great Fools are they, that will put 
thomiaves to the trouble and expence of travelling to Rowe 
or it. 4-5 ai 
.. Thoſe other Scriptures. produc'd to this purpoſe;3 As, Tel i: t9 
the Church, and if he neglett to.hear the Charch, | let him be to: thee as 
an Heathen and a Publican. : Obey them that have the rule over you, 
aniſubttart your . ſelves, 8c: areeven to a prodig " impertinent-: Fot 
whoſbever from theſe and fuch: like Texts ſhall infer, that any Pere 
ſap. or ſociety of perſons is wfallible, he muſt alſo by the ſame 
tules:of arguing conclude, that: every Prince and fibordinate Ma- 
giltrate;; yea, thatevery Parent and: Maſter is 1o'; ſince the Comr 
anands:of God to hear and obey: theſe, are as expreſs and peremp- 
tory,,as'to heat and obey:the other. GENTE PTS 

Secondly, And as the Scriptures alledg'd.,do not prove:any Church 
now: in being to be infallible ;: fo: much leſs, that the Church of 
Rome is. For what proof is this? DD ITE od 

Chriſt promis'd his Apoſtles, that his Spirit ſhould lead them into all 


_ Trmth; therefore the Church of Rowe is infallible ; Is not the con- 
4SÞ Woquence altogether as good; therefore the Church of England is 
*-* IN 


lible ? 
. Chriſt hath promis'd, that the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
is Church, And is not this Promile as applicable to the Church 


: of England, as to the Church of Rome ? | 
. ...The Church is the Pillar and Ground of Trath : So was the 
-Church:of ZEphe/ns, when theſe words were direted to Timethy. 


and. ſo: was: every. one of the Aſia» Churches, as long as-th 
*; es continu'd 


og and roabt” 


EF 3 


continu'd Churches : and ſo is the Church of England now, and 
other reformed Churches,in a oy Senſe than the Church of Ree 
( which together with the Truth ſhe ſtill upholds, does alfo main- 
tain ſo many Errors, that the Pillar and Ground of Error, isa Title 
better becoming her) and ſo will the univerſal Church be in all 


ſucceeding Ages. _ x 
Chriſt hath promis'd ro be with his Church to the endof the World, 


- Bur is this Promiſe limited to the Church of Rome ? May not the 


Church of Eg/a»d put inas good a claim to it > And may not Chriſt 
be in the midſt of two or three that are gathered together in his 
Name in England, as well as in [taly ? 

But as mote eſpecially relating to the Church of Rome, they tell us 
that Chriſt pray'd for S. Peter, that his Faith might not fail, *T1S true 5 Luke 22. 32. 
butis every Man infallible, whoſe Faith fails not > Yea, ſuppoſe 
Chriſt had pray'd that S. Peter might be infallible; does it thence 
foilow, that the Church of Rome is 10 ? Chriſt promis'd S. Paxl, tlat 
no man ſhould ſet on him to hurt him : And it ſeems as fairly to follow 
from this Promiſe made to S. Paz!, that the Church of Rome is infal- 
lible, as from the Prayer made for S. Peter. 

' But S. Peter was that Rock Chriſt meant, when he aid, Upon 14h, 16. 18; 
this Rock will 1 build my Church, That's a queſtion: For S. Chry/oftom (,,*r3} ray- 
underſtood by the Rock, not the Perſon but the Confeffion 5, 75 774 
of S. Peter (a); and ſo did S. Cyril of Alexanaria, and many more 3,wvhujm 
of the Fathers. And it the Pope be infallible, tis certain, that ,,g # 2uxan- 
by the Rock is meant the Faich or Confeſſion of S. Perer; for fo gay, row 
Pope Felix I[I. hath expounded it (4). But ſappoſe that by this +5 +, 755 
Rock, is meant the perſon of S. Peter; does it follow that the 5a. 
Church of Rome 1s infallible? Yes, ( fay they) becauſe the Church I» c45. 16. 
of Rome was built upon him: Whether it was or no is much dif- #H:tt.Hon.g5. 
puted 3 but 'tis out of queſtion that the Church of Antioch was, & = is 
and that ſome years before there was a Church at Rome; if there- difcabo fob | 
fore any privilege accrue from thence, the precedency muſt be given an neam.pi/t. 
to Antioch, | 5. 4p4d Bini- 

Bur was not S. Pa/a Rock, and all the reſt of the Apoſtles, in 9%” 3:.. 
che ſame Senſe that S. Peter was? If then a Chureh becomes infalli- baril 1636s 
ble, by being founded upon a Rock, how comes it to pals, that all the | 
other Churches of Apoſtolical Foundation have err'd ? 

In brief, when they thall produce one Text of Scripture, that 
but ſo much as fairly intimates, that his Holineſs of Reme is-not 
as ſubject to err, as His Grace of Canterbury; that a þ ne” 

OUNCcil 
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Council is - more infallible than a Convocation at Weſtminſter» 
they will produce ſomething , that is not altogether imperti- 
nent. | 
If. Let us now conſider, whether their Arguments from Reaſon 
are more concluding. "Twill I think be ſufficient ro examine chat 
alone, which they moſt frequently inf{iſt upon, and make the grea- 
teſt noiſe with ; for if that thall be found to be of no weight, we 
may warrantably conclude, that all the reſt are lighter than nething 
and Vanity. ; 

| Now that is taken from the ſuppoſed neceſſity of an infallible 
living Judge, in order to the Peace of the Church. For though 
the Scripture ( they grant ) is a Rule infallible, yer ſince Contro- 
verſies notwithſtanding frequently ariſe about the Senſe of ir, by 
what means ſhall theſe be determin'd, and Sects and Herelies 
_ prevented or ſuppreſſed, if there be no infallible Interpreter 
OI it? 

Which Argument ſuppoſes theſe thres things. 

1, That it 15 neceſſary, in order to Peace, that all Contrever- 
ſies which ariſe in the Church ſhould be determined. 

2, That Controverſies cannot be determined without an infalli- 
ble Judge. 

3; That ſucha Judge would certainly give a final Determination 
to them. 

Neither of which Suppoſitions may be granted. For neither is 
jt neceſſary to the Peace of the Church, that all manner of Con- 
troverſies ſhould be decided; and if it were, there may be other 
means by which they may be as well decided, as by an infallible 
Judge ; and incaſe there were not, yet this Judge would not be ſo 
effectual to this purpoſe, as is ſuppoſed. 

I. There is no neceſſity, in order to this end, that all ſorts of 
Controverſies ſhould be determin'd; becauſe every difference in 
opinion, does not neceſſarily infer the breach of Peace. How 
frequently do we meet with thoſe who live in Peace together, 
and yet are in many things different in their __—_— one from 
another > This the Romaniſts themſelves muſt of neceſlity grant ; 
for they boaſt much of their own Peace and Unity, and yet all 
che World knows, that there are many Controverſies among 
themſelves, that are yet undetermin'd , and are likely ſo to re- 
main. 


Nor 
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Nor is this true only of particular Perſons, but the ſame 1s alto 
verified -of particular Churches 3 many of which maintain Peace 
between themſelves, notwithſtanding their different Judgments in 
many matters of ſmaller moment. | 

2. When Controverſies ariſe which really diſturb the Peace of 
the Church, is there no way to decide them without - recourſe to 
an Infallible Judge ? If nor, then 'tis not enough that chere be ſuch 
2 Judge, bur *ris alſo neceflary that he ſhould be clearly known : 
If there be, then ſuch a Judge is not neceflary; for that 
—_— cannot be neceſlary , without which the end may be at- 
tained. 

1. If Controverſies which create diſturbance to the Church. 
cannot be determin'd without an infallible Umpire, 'ris alſo ne- 
ceflary for the determining of them, not only that chere be ſuch 
an Umpire, but that we be aflured who he 1s; for 1n chis caſe 
not to be known, and not to be, are in effect the ſame thing: ſo 
that let there be Judges infallible never ſo many, our Contro- 
verſies will be never the nearer an end, unleſs we are able to diſ- 
cern who they are. Now I cannot imagine at preſent, how they 
can be known, except one of theſe two ways only ; either by 
being clearly revealed by God in - Scripture ; or by God's bearing 
witneſs to their Infallibility by Signs and Wonders. But God 
hath neither expreſly, nor by evident conſequence, declared in 
Scripture, that he hath any where conſtituted ſuch a Judge; much 
leſs hath he told us who he is, and where we may find him ; till 
therefore they who pretend to it, prove their Infallibility by un- 
queſtionable Miracles, let them not expect that we ſhould take 
them for ſuch. Nor can they in reaſon blame us for this ; ſince 
the diſagreement in this point, is ſo great among themſelves, that 
of all other queſtions, it ſeems moſt to ſtand in need of an infallible 
Judge to determine it. 

2 If Controverſies may bedecided by other means, then what 
need of an infallible Judge? That cannot be neceſſary to an end, 
without which che end may be obtain'd. And that Controverſies 
may be otherways determin'd is certain, becauſe they have been. 
How were all the Controverſies decided, and the Hereſfies ſup- 
pre(s'd, which ſprang up inthe early Age of the Chriſtian Church? 
Were the Gnticks , the Yalentinians, the Novatians , the Mace- 
donians, the Denatiſts, the Arians ſuppreſs'd by thoſe who took 


upon them to be Infallible * No ſuch thing was in thoſe days 
B talked 


calked of; the Biſhops and Councils that confated them, did nor 
{0 much as pretend to any ſuch Privilege. The only means they 
had recourſe to, was the infallible Rule, the Holy Scriptures ; this 
wes the Judge- to which in all their Queſtions they appead ; and 
thoie ho are fo perverſe, as not to be determin'd by it, ſhould 
Elias come and take the Chair, neicher will they be determin'd by 
his Sentence for nothing can be objected to render the Scripture 
ineffectual to this end, but the fame may with equal force- be 
objected againſt the Definitions of an infallible Judge. And 
therefore. 

3. An infallible Judge is no ſuch infallible means for the ending 
of Controverſies, as is by the Romaniſts ſuppoſed.. For, 

I. When there was ſuch a Judge in the 7ew;/5 Church, (I 
mean our Bleſſed Saviour ) Did his Authority put an end to the 
Diſputes between the Phariſees and the Sadaxces, and other Sects 
among them ?- Yea, did nor that Church then fall into che moſt 
damnable Error, by rejecting this infallible Teacher ? *Twill be 
{aid, The reaſon of that was, becauſe they did not own his Infalli- 
bility: Be it ſo; and may not then any other infallible Guide be 
rejected 2 Can it be imagin'd, that any other Perſon's Infallibility 
ſhould ever be atteſted with more unqueſtionable Credentials than 
ius was 2 Bur, 

2. Neither thoſe who have been own'd for Infallible, have been 
ſo ſucceſsful ro this purpoſe among them who have own'd them 
under this Character. For, 1. The Apoſtles were thought Infalli- 
ble, by thoſe Churches which they _ and yet Errors and 
Hereſ{es ſprang up in them, and they were divided into Parties. 
And tho' S. Pasl,in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, had endea- 
Your d to reduce them to Unity z yet we find by his ſecond Epiſtle 
that that had not pur an end to their Diviſtions. Thoſe who know 
they have a Guide that cannot err, may go aſtray as much as others, 
n Cale they refuſe ro follow his conduct. 2. The Romanilts tell 
us, that their Church cannot errs and if they do indeed believe 
wharthev profeſs, it will be as effectual for fs ending of Diffe- 
"ences among themſelves, as if it were indeed Infallible: And yer 
are there not many Controverſies among them? And tho' they 
upbraid us with our Diviſions, are not theirs as many ? And ſome 
of them ſuch as are by the differing Parties reckon'd even Matters 
of Faith? If cen their Infallibility were ſuch a Sovereign Cure 
> Divytons, hov/ comes it to paſs, that no Reconciliation is made | 

between 
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between the diſſenting Parties among themſelves - The truti1 1s. 
ſo far is their pretended infallible Judge from leflening, tat he 
encrtea(es their Controverſies; for no ſooner was he talked of, bur 
inſtead of deciding thoſe that were already, many were raiſe, 
that were never before heard of. And therefore, 

3. Sucha work of the Holy Spirit upon Mens hearts, as woulc 
make them meek, and humble, and charitable, and heavenly * 
minded, ſincere Jovers of Truth , defirous to know the Will of 
God, and reſolv'd to do it, would be an expedient much more 
available for the healing of our Diviſions, and promoting of Peace, 
than Infallibiliry of Judgment. For from whence come Wars and 
Fightings among us ? come they not hence, even from our Luſts ? 
Scarce ever was any Error broachd, that created diſturbance to 
the Church; bur 'tis manifeſt ict crook its riſe from, and was foſter'd 
and maintain'd, either by the Luſt of the Fleth, or the Luſt of the 
Eye, or the Pride of Life : Let but Men's fleſhly, worldly, and 
deviliſh Luſts be once mortified, and our Differences will be com- 
poſed; or if any remain, they will be ſuch, as will be deſtructive 
neither of Peace, nor Charity. Should we therefore argue at the 
{ame abſurd rate that our Adverſaries do, might we not as fairly 
conclude, that God hath made every Man Pious and Humble, and 
a Doer of his Will ; as that he hath made one Man, or one Churcl: 
Infallible ? 

But now, if that which is (uppoſed by the Romaniſts were all 
granted : If it were neceſſary to the Peace of the Church, thar all 


Controverſies ſhould be decided; if they cannot be decided with- 


out ſome infallible Umpire; and if it were certain that ſuch an 
Umpire would give a final determination to them; yet doth ir 
hence follow, thac the Church of Rome mult be that Ulmpire ? Sup- 


poſe the Church of Erg/and were Infallible, might it not be as ſer- 


viceable to theſe Intents and Purpoſes ? 

III. This pretended Infallibility of the Church of Reme, hath as 
little ſupport from the Doctrine of the Ancient Chriſtian Church, 
as it hath from Scripture and Reaſon. Tho' the Romaniſts are 
wont ( among thoſe who will take their word ) to boaſt much of 
the Authority of the Fathers; yer that they are not able to pro- 
duce fo much as one, who voule to their purpoſe, may be rea- 
{onably concluded from the Performances of Cardinal Bellarmine 


in this martter *, all whoſe Allegations are fo impertinent, that *Bell.deRom. 
the very reading of them may be ſufficient to ſatishe an impartial Pontif4. 4.c. 4. 


B 2 perſon, 


(4) Car. 6, 
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perſon, that nothing can be found in Antiquity that really favours 
this pretence. Yea, that the Fathers were of a contrary Judg- 
ment, and thought that the Church. of Rome had no ſuch para- 
mount privilege above other Churches, will afterward appear by 
plain and undeniable proofs. 

If what the Romaniſts ſlily ſuppoſe, and make great advantage 
of in this Queſtion, were true, (viz. that che Remar-is the Catho- 
lick Church) it would not do their work. For tho' the Catholick 
Church is infallibly led by the Holy Ghoſt, into all things neceſla- 
ry to be believ'd and practisd ; yet we have no affurance, either 
from Scripture or Reaſon, that ſhe (hall not err in other matters. 
Bur that the Reman and Catholick are the ſame,. isan opinion, not 
only condemn'd” by the firſt Council of Nice (a), and ( which is 

mote) was wholly a ſtranger to the firſt eight Gene- 


bY N L111, SF. Qui : : ag 
3 ys 07 ger" 9:9%%5 rel Councils (b), that is, unknown to the Chriſti- 
fant, ninquam anditum aut lefum, an World for goo years after Chriſt: But 'tis more- 


Romanam Ecclefiam alii notion Over as ablurd in it ſelf as to fay that the part 1s. 
= T—_— junptam, quan equal to the whole 3 that the Church of Zones is 
* js ot: hd Fembro Ecegs the Church of Bvg/ard. And till they have prov'd 
iniverſalis. Richer, 1, 3, c. 13. The latter, we ſhall hardly be perfwaded to believe 
v. 754, Colon, 168 3, the former. In the mean time, ler them take ir. 


for a favour, that we grant the Church of Rome to 
be a part of the Catholick Church , it being a part ſo miſerably 
corrupted. We | 
I thought ic needful ro premiſe what hath been ſaid, becauſe when 
we charge the Church of Rome with Errors, and for proof of 
that charge , produce many particular Inſtances; her Advocates 
think it a ſufficient anſwer to tell us; alas, Sirs,. you are grofly mi- 
ſtaken |. as for theſe Opinions and Practices which you take to be 
Errors, 'tis your ſelves. only that err in thinking them to be ſo; for 
the Church of Rome is ſo highly privileged, that Chriſt and:his Apo- 
ſtles may as ſoon err, as ſhe. Having therefore remov'd this Obſta- 
cle out of the way, I now proceed to that which I mainly deſign; 
which I ſhall compriſe under theſe following heads of Diſcourſe. 
- mx the Church cf- Rome, is not only fallible, but hath actu- 
ally err'd. -- | 
IT. That: her Errors were: not ſlight, and in matters of ſmal! 
moment; but ſo groſs and enormous when the Reformation was 
{er on foot, that there was a neceflity of reforming them. 


IT. That no hope was left, that the Church of Rowe, m__ 
either 
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either reform theſe Errors in her ſelf; or give conſent to the refor- 
mation of them, in any other Church that communicated with her. 

IV. That every particular national Church had a right to reform 
it ſelf without her leave. 

V. That this right of the Church of Exg/and in particular, was 
moſt wn And therefore as-a neceflary Concluſion 
from theſe Premiſles, 

VI. That the Church of Znglaxd was indiſpenſably bound tore- 
form her felf, notwithſtanding the prohibition of - the Church of 
Rome. | 
I. That the Church of Rowe, not only may err, but hath a&tu- 7, 
ally err'd. This cannot be denied, if thoſe in that Church have 
err'd, who (as they themſelves aſſert) are the only perſons that 
cannot err: For if their ſuppoſed infallible Guides have miſtaken 
their way 3- how can it otherwiſe be, but that thoſe who. blindly 
follow them, muſt go aſtray too? Now let them place their In- 
fallibility where they pleaſe, either in the Pope, or in a General 
Council, or in both united, *ris as certdin that they all have errd, 
as that both: parts of a contradiction cannot be true. 

1.For their Popes ; tis a common thing with them to reſcind each 
cthers Decrees,and to make Definitions as oppoſite one to another, 
as Yea and Nay. Thus Pope Stephen VI. abrogated the Decrees, 
and null'd the Acts of Formeſus I.(a). Pope Romanus I. did the like (2) Platinain 
kindneſs for Stephen (b). Pope fobn X. reprobated the: Adts of Ste- x ry aye 
phen, and reſtor'd thoſe of Formeſus (c', Pope Sergins HI. was fo Ryman, 2M 
great an Abhorrer of Formeſus and his Acts, that he compell'd thoſe (c) 14.in vite 
Prieſts who had received: orders from him to be re-ordain'd 5 nor 7035 X. 
would he ſuffer his dead Body to reſt, but commanding it to be ta- - 
ken up; fer it in the-Pope's Sear, adorn'd with Prieſtly Robes, and 
paſsd Sentence upon him, _ he had been alive, and then pulling 
ofÞ the- Sacred Veftments, and cutting off the three Fingers with 
which he was wont to give his Bleſſing, commanded it to be thrown 
into Tiber, as unworthy of humane Burial (4'. Pope Nic. T. decreed (4) 74. in2ics 
that ic was not fit for Clergy-men to bear Arms 'e). Pope Urban ** hrs 
the IL. exhorted the Biſhops to fight againſt the malekires, viz, the 7 nh 
Toarks ) ( f:), and Pope Boniface VIII. thewed himſelf to the People Rez.c. 8. 
at the Jubilee, in an imperial Habit, and had a naked Sword carried (<) Nan cm: 
before him. © _— 
militibus Eccleſte ; non convenit militibus Eccleſie, militare ſccalo, per quod ad effuſtonem ſanguinis neceſſe 
ſit prrecenire, Gratian. Diſt, 50. cs. {f.) Baron. an, 1095. 1.49, 

| Nor 


[ 14 ] 
Nor have they only contradicted one another, but the ſame Pope 
hath contradicted himſelf roo, So did Pope 7ig:1izs again and again 


| Cp kl in the Controverſie about the three Chapters (s). So did Pope 1ar- 


de decvet, Vigie tin {he confirm'd that Decree of the Council of Conſtance, which 


tit ſer a Genetal Council above the Pope, and he ſet the Pope above 
(ht) Ri5%, a Council, in publithing a Bull againſt Appeals from the Pope to a 
1+1417,2.c 3, Council). So did Engenizs IV. Pax! III. and many more. 
{.21,23,25- Nor have they errd only in points of ſmall importance, but 


even in matters of Faith. Pope Liberixs conſented 
(i) Is rritolaad ſolitariam i- TO the Arian Hereſie, as S. Athanaſins (),S., Hilary (k), 
tat agentes. P. 837. Par. and S. ferom (/),infor m Us. Pope Honorixs defended 
(k) Hec eſt perfidia Ariants, the Herefie of the Monothelites, and was con- 
Pets item £2; 4. Jemned for a downright Heretick by the Sixth (#), 
nathem2, & tertio, prevaricater Seventh (o) and Eighth (p) General Councils. All 
Liberi, Hil, in Frag. col. 426. which Councils were confirmed by Popes : The 
(1) 1s Eatalogo vir. illuſlr. f{1yrh by Leo Il. the ſeventh by Adrian I. the eighth 
(n) Richer hiſt. Concil. generate tv, 41;3an Il, So that if the Pope confirming a 
l. I. C. 10.f. 23, 24: : y : _ - 
(0) Id.1.1;c.11.f. 10. Council be infallible, tis certain that the Pope 
(p) 1d. L. 1. c12.ſ. 21. hath not only err'd, but hath been a Heretick : 
| that is, 'tis certain, that he hath damnably err'd, 
and that 'tis impoſſible he ſhould err. 

I ſhall propoſe two or three queſtions to the Romaniſts, the 
anſwers to which ( one would think ) might put an end to this 
Controverliez becauſe whether they be in the affirmative or nega- 
tive, they muſt of neceſſity grant, Thar either the ancient or mo- 

(q) Conpnri- dern Popes have err'd. The queſtions are theſe: Firf, Whether 
yd 7-7 ft Pope Gelaſins did not err, when he forbad communicating in one 
*ntimmodo (a- kind only as a grand Sacrilege (q)> Secondly, Whether Pelagiz:s II. 
cri corporis por- and Gregory the Great did not err, when they condemn'd the Title 
zone, + et of univerſal Biſhop, as prophane and Antichriſtian (7) ? Third, 
nc 43 " Whether Pope Afartin V, did not err, when he confirm'd the 
proculduhio Council of Coyftance , which derermin'd that a General Council 
guoniam neſctio was the Pope's Superiour (s). 

quaſupsr[tition? BE : : 
aocentur obſtringi, aut integra Sacramenta percipiant, aut ab integris arceanturz quia divifjo anus eu 
demque myſterii (ine grandi ſacrilegio non poteſt provenire. Gratian. de conſecrat. di +2.C.12, (r) Pela- 
gii epiſt. ad Conſtantinopol. Synod. Epiſcopos, Greg,M.lib.s. Epiſt. 30. (s) Concil. Conſtant ſeſ. 4. & 5. 


Now what Arts have the Romaniſts to reconcile theſe palpa- 
ble contradictions? They have a notable invention, by which 
Sratnimus and Abrogamns do (ignifie the ſame thing , as the Gloſs 


upon 
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[L 15 ) 
upon Gratian informs us they do (4). For that the Pope may err, Cr) Statuim:, 
and that he cannot err, may both be true: He may err as a pri- 1c. 470gamrs. 
vate Doctor, he cannot err as Pope: Hildebrand may quite fall os Of. 
from the Faith, Gregory the Seventh cannot ſo much as trip; his 
Errors ( whatſoever they are ) are ever perſonal, never judicial. 

Much like that diſtin&tion in the late times of Rebellion, berween 

the King's perſonal and politick Capacity, by the help of which, 

they fought for the King, who fought againſt Charles Strarr, 

But when the Pope determines judicially, does he follow his 
private judgment, or does he not ? If not, he defines againſt his 
Conſcience ; he really believes one thing, and profeſles to believe 
another. If he does, then in caſe it happens that he err perſonally, 
he muſt of neceſlity err judicially. 

But when may the Pope be faid to err judicially, if not when (u) Swmus 
he errs in making his Decrees? And fo of neceſſity muſt one of Porifer cm 
thoſe Popes do, whoſe Decrees thwart and oppoſe each other. paige 
If ever the Pope cannot err, 'tis ( as Be/larmine aſſerts) when he ,,. 24 Fidom 
teaches the Univerſal Church, in Matters concerning Faith (z), and pertizent,n:l/o 
ſo did Pope Yigilizs, when he publiſh'd his Definition concerning £/# #r7.are po- 
the three Chapters (»), which he himſelf afterward retracted. _—_— 

In brief, if the Pope couldnot fm, we might then be perſwaded 1. ,.c. z. 
tro grant, that he could not err, ſince a Holy Heart and Life are (w) Baron. as.- 
the beſt Diſpoſitions to a right Belief ; bur ſince the Popes are 553+"-298. 
ſuch great Strangers to Holineſs ( as they have commonly been.. 
for a long time) who can imagine, that they, above all other Men, 
thould be fo intimately acquainted with Truth ? y 

2. That Councils, as general as any that have ever been, have 
err'd, the Romaniſts will be forc'd to grant, becauſe there are 
many ſuch Councils which are by themſelves reprobated (x. Tis (x) Bt. a: 
to no purpoſe to tell us, that thoſe are ſuch as were never con- Corcil.l.1.c,5, 
arm'd or approv'd by the Pope; for if a General Council, as ſuch, 
is Infallible, it is ſo whether the Pope confirm it or not. Beſides, 
the Council hath done its work, and therefore hath err'd or not 
er:'d, before it is confirm'd by him. In caſe therefore it hath err'd. 
his Confirmation cannot make it not to have err'd; if it hath not 
errd, there is no need of it to that purpoſe. 

Bur ſome will ſay, the Popes Confirmation doth not make the. 

Council not to have err'd, bur dechre ir; and thereby gives aflu-- 
rance to all Perſons, that it hath nor err'd. Ir ſeems then, that a-- 
General Council may err, or elſe what need the Pope to _ | 
that 


[16 ] 


that it hath not.err'd? Bur if the Pope himſelf be not Infallible, 
how can I be ere the more ſure that a Council hath not err'd, be- 
cauſe the Pope approves it>2 And what if the Pope be an Here- 
tick, ( as Honorizs was) can a Council be thought the more Or- 
thodox for being confirm'd by him 2 Should the Council condemn 
kis Herefte, and vindicate the Truth, can it be ſuppoſed that he 
would confirm it? 

But that the Pope's rejecting or approving, is no certain Argu- 
ment that a Council harh err'd or not err'd, is certain ; becaule if 
it were, that which is Truth to day, may be Error tomorrow 3 
becauſe the ſame Council which hath at one time been condemn'd 
by the Pope, hath at another time been confirm'd by him : For 
inſtance, the Fifth General Council, which was firſt condemn'd, 

(y) Pet.d!s and afterward approved by Pope Yigilizs (5). 
Marca Diſſert» 53, That General Councils confirm'd by the Pope, -have acually 
” HE; can =. errd, is no leſs manifeſt. For, 1. They have made Decrees, 10 
al apparently contradictory to the plain- Words and Senſe of Holy 
Scripture, that no impartial. Perſon can any more queſtion it, than 
he can, whether Theft be forbidden by the Eighth Command- 
ment. So did the Council of Con#avce, confirm'd by Pope Mar- 
tin V. and the Council of Trex, coafirm'd by Pope Pius IV. The 
former in the Decree for Laicks communicating in one kind only, 
notwithſtanding ( as themſelves acknowledge ) that Chriſt inſti- 
tured the Sacrament in both kinds, and deliver'd it in both to his 
(z Concil. Diſciples ( =); The latter in decreeing, that the Divine Service 
Conſtant. Se." ſhould not be in the vulgar Tongue (a), in plain contradiction to 
(coil. Tii- What S. Paul preſcribes in the fourteenth Chapter of the firſt 
ierr. $f, 22. Epiſtle to the Corizthians, 2, General Councils confirm'd by 
Bi Popes, have made Definitions and Decrees plainly contradictory 
one to the other. The Sixth General Council was confirm'd by 
(bCanm.n2. Pope Azria]. the Council of Trent by Pope Pius IV. The for- 
(©) Concil.Tii- mer defin'd, that Marriage was diflolv'd by Herefie (+); the lacter, 
ext. Srſſ. 24+ that it was not (c). The Council of Conſtance confirm'd by Pope 
(d\85f.a.k 5. Fartin V. decrecd, that a General Council was ſuperior to the 
(e) Concit. ae Pope (4); the laſt Zateran Council condemn'd this Decree (e \. 
teran. Se, 11. 3. A, General Council confirm'd by one Pope , hath been con- 
(f, Bin mts demn'd by a General Council , confirm'd by another : As the 
Nantion Bell Council of Bafi! confirm'd by Pope Nicolas V. was eſteemed a 
a Concil. uf, Schiſmatical and Seditious Conventicle, and reprobated by the 
L2.c.17. Jaſt Zateran Council, confirmd by Pope Leo X. 7 f ), which at Rome 
_ | is 
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is accounted a General 'Council. So. that unieſs Errors become 
Truth, and Contradictions be reconciled when determin'd bv a 
Pope and Council, we may conclude, that not only tie Pope 
himſelf, but a General Council confirm'd by him hath err. 

It plainly appears by what hath been aid, that thole have actu- 
ally err'd, whom the Church of Roe {uppoſes to be her only in- 
fallible Guides: From whence it unavoidably follows, that the 
Church of Rowe hath err'd ; Firit, In ail thoſe Points, which have 
been erroneouſly defin'd by them; Secondly, In ſuppoſing them 
to be Infallible. | 

I ſhall not ſtay to ſhew, of what uſe Councils, either Genera! 
or Provincial, are ; how far their Authority extends, and what 
great Benefit may accrue to the Church by them, tho' they be ſup- 
pos'd not to be Infallible : But ſhall proceed to the next Propo- 
{ition, viz. 

IL That the Errors of the Church of Rme, were not {light, and 
in matters of ſmall moment ; but ſo grots and enormous, when the 
Reformation was ſet on foor, that there was a neceſlity of reform- 
ing them. This will be evident, | 

Firf, By unqueſtionable Teſtimonies. 
Secondly, By taking a particular view of the Errors themſelves. 

Firſt, By Teſtimonies of unqueſtionable Authority ; of Perſons 
who could neither be miſtaken through Ignorance, nor bya{s'd by 
Intereſt or Aﬀection, to repreſent Matters worlſe than indeed they 
vere : But who were on the contrary, as well acquainted with the 
State of the Roman Church, as any Perſons in the World ; who 
were promoted to the greateſt Honours in itz whoſe worldly In- 
tereſts ingaged them above all other Men to maintain its Reputa- 
tion and Authority z and who not only liv'd, but died in Commu- 
nion with it. Such were their learned Doctors, their Biſhops and 
Cardinals, their Princes and Emperors, their Popes and General 
Councils; tho' the two laſt are not to be reckon'd for ſingle Wit- 
nefles, but for the Voice of their Church 3 the one being their 
Church Repreſentative; the other (according to their Divinity ) 
their Church Virtual. Of thoſe many which offer themſelves, 
I ſhall content my (ſelf to produce a few; and thoſe ſhall be ſuch 
as were either cotemporary with, or who liv'd within about a 
hundred years of the Reformation, paſling over thoſe who were 
at a greater diſtance from it. 


C John 


on 


[ 18 ] 
{ohn Gerſon, the renowned Chancellor of Pars, in a Sermon to: 
the Council of C:»ftarce, applies to the modern Church of Rowe, 
theſe words of the. Prophet Ezekiel : Thou diaſt traſt in thine own 
beauty, and plaiedſk the Harlet, becauſe of thy renown; and pour aſt out 
thy Fernications 6a every one that paſs d by, And in all thy Abominations, 
thou hadft not remember d the days of thy youth. Thou haſt built thy bro- 
thel houſe at zvery heaa of the way, and haſt made thy beauty to be ab- 
horrd, Behold therefore 1 will deliver thee into the hands of thoſe that 
hate thee. And after he had told them, what were the fad Symp- 
co\beth Ger toms of approaching Ruine, he adviſes them to a great and notable 
(410 + Reformation of Manners, as the only means to prevent it (a). And 
Fenis ruine Þecaule, faith he, ſome may ſay, that the Church is founded upon 
Eccieſie. a Rock, and therefore in no danger of ruinez He declares more 
| particularly, what were thoſe Enormities, in which the Church- 
men eſpecially needed to be reform'd, and then exhorts the Coun- 
Cil, either to reform all Eſtates of the Church in a General Council, or com- 
mand them to be reform'd in Provincial Synods , that by their Authority the 
Church might be repairea, and the Honſe of God parg d from all Vaclean- 
{b)Declarat. neſs, Vices and Errors (b). 
"xs 15 wh The fame Author earneſtly preſs'd Pope Alexander V. to fet 
"9 himſelf to reform thote Corruptions and Abuſes, which ( as he ſays) 
: were the Plague of the Church, and without the removal of which, 
of 58.002 *rwas in vain to expect Peace (c). 
ACY avg. 14 Att . : . 7 . 
1» Domini, Nic. Clemangss , another Pariſian Doctor , writ feveral Books 
"I upon this Subject, in which he reprefents to the World, the de- 
plorable State of the Reman Church, and the neceſſity of Reform- 
(d) De Corrup- ng it (4). 
E Stats Eccitn Add to theſe ſingle Teſtimonies , the ſolemn Appeal of the 
2,0 ae Repa- . > 
1707 & 2. Whole Univerſity of Paris, from: Pope Leo X. to a General Coun- 
#74 Eccieſ, Cil,, in defence of the Pragmatick Sanction. In which they fet 
forth, how that the Councils of Conſtance and Baſil made many De- 
Crees, elpecially about the Reformation of the Eccleſiaſtical State, 
as well in the Head as in the Members, which in thoſe days eſpe- 
cially, teem'd to ſtand in need of Reformation. And how among 
other things, the Sacred Comncil of Bajil conſider d, how by the ancient 
Fathers, Sacrea Canons and wholſome Decrees were made. for the happy 
Goverament of the Eccleſiaſtical State, which as long as they were obſeru a, 
the vigour of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline continued, Religion, Piety and Char 
rity floariſh'd. But after that Men through Ambition ana Covetouſneſs, 
vegan to contemn tie Decrees of the Holy Fathers, there follow'd Deformi- 
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C49 I 
tres in the Church, many of which they afterwards eugmerate, and thes: 

appeal from the Pope to 4 futrre General Council (e). And 'tis obſer- (ec) Fa. 2 
vable, that this Appeal was made in the year 1517, the very ſame 7 729% 
year in which Zather began to preach again(t the horrible Abuſes 7,177 
of Indulgences. Contil, Genvs cl, 

If we paſs on to Biſhops and Archbithops, tho' their Intereſt in- /-4-part 2-2. 
gag'd them more ſtrongly to oppote it, yet we ſhall fiad feveral *4- 
even among them , who were io {eniible of the neceſſity of 
Reformation, that they earneſtly call'd for it, and endeavour'd to 
promote 1t. 

Frederick, Archbiſhop of Salerno, erome Archbiſhop of Brunſwick, 
and foh. Matth, Gibertus Biſhop of Yeroza, plainly declar'd, that they 
had a great Senſe of the Corruptions of the Church, by the Artt- 
cles of Reformation, which ( together with the reſt of the Select 
Council) they deliver'd to Pope Pax! IT. (f). (f) Ricter, 

In a Book Intitled, On4s Ecclefie, written by 7ohn Suffragan Bi- ph I 
ſhop of Salrzhargh, in the year 1519.( that is, but ewo years after pz 2.5.135, 
Luther began the Reformation ) we have for many Chapters S 
together, a moſt direful Deſcription of the corrupt State of the 
Church « g). (nr 

In the Council of 7rext the Biſhop of Conimbria ſaid , Fer theſe 21 gc. ©? 
T5O ears the World hath demanaed a Reformation in the Head and the 
Members, and hitherto hath been deceived ;, that now it was time they 
ſhould labor in earneſt, and not by Diſſimulation (bh), And Dadithins (h) Hiſtory of 
an Hungarian Biſhop, pray'd the Hmnngarians and Polonians, That nb 4 Wn 
for God's ſake, and for the Charity every Chriſtian oweth to the Church, .5g © m 
they wonld not abandon ſo honeſt ,, juſt and profitable a Cauſe, but that 
every one would put down in writing, what he thought might be conſtituted 
for the Service of God, withont any reſpett of Man, not reforming one part, 
but the whole Body of the Church, in the Head and the Members (:). 

If from Biſhops we aſcend to Cardinals; tho' to their Pride 
and Luxury, and Pomp and Grandeur, nothing could give a greater 
blow, than a due Reformation ; yet to ſuch a wretched State was 
the Church reduced, that many of them, did not only acknowledge 
the neceſſity of Reforming it, but in ſome meaſure contributed 
their endeavours toward it. 

Gaſpar Cardinal Contarene,fohn Peter Cardinal Theatine, fames Cat- 
dinal Sadolete, and Reginald Poo! Cardinal of England, were of the (k) Rirhey, 
number of the Select Council, that preſented the Articles of Re- _ Concil, 
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The College of Cardiaals at the death of Alexanaer VI. before 
they. entred the Conclave for the Election of a new Pope, took 
an Oath, that if any of them ſhould be choſen, he ſhould imme- 
diately before the Publication of his Election, bind himſelf under 
pain of Perjury anda Curſe, to call a Council within two years 
for the Reformation of the Church (), which Oath was taken by 
Falins Il. (nm), who was choſen Pope; and when it appear'd after- 
ward , that he made no conſcience of keeping it (ſeven years 
having paſs'd without any mention of a Council ) inthe year 15131. 
nine Cardinals who had withdrawn themſelves from Rome, by 
reaſon of his Infolencies, by the affiſtance of the Emperor 1axi- 
zilian, and Lewis XII. King of France, calld the Second Pi/an 
Council to that purpoſe (n). Petrus de Alliaco Cardinal of Cam- 
bray, wrote a Book for the Reformation of the Church ( «); and 
Luaovicus Cardinal of Arles, who preſided in the Council of Bai, 
zealouſly endeavoured it. The Cardinals who call'd the fir(t 
Piſan Council, to extinguiſh the Schiſm rais'd by the two Anti- 
Popes, Benedict XII. and Gregory XII. vow'd, that they would to 
the utmoſt of their power procure, that he that ſhould be choſen 
Pope, ſhould reform the. Church; and that till a due and ſufhcient 
Reformation of the univerſal Church was made, as well in the 
Head as in the Members, he ſhould not ſuffer the Council to be 
diflolv'd (p). 

Tho' the Teſtimonies already produc'd are beyond Exception, 
yet behold greater Witneſles than theſe; I mean Popes themſelves, 
who above all Men in the World abhorr'd all Propoſals of Re- 
formation, as that which would throw them down from their 
ufurp'd Dominion, and put a ſtop to their lawleſs Tyrannies. 
To fuch an Exceſs were the Romi/h Corruptions grown, and fo 
evident was the neceſſity of reforming them, that they were forc'd 
ro confets it, who moſt defir'd to deny it. 

To this purpoſe Pax! IIT. appointed a ſele& Council of Pre- 
lates, to collect thoſe Abuſes which were moſt Notorious and 
Pernicious, and preſent them to him, that he might correct 
them (9). Pope Aarceltas II. (aid, that he refolv'd to make a 
ſevere and intire Reformation, bur died before he could let the 
World know, whether he intended to be as good as his 


(r)Hiſt.Comr. word (r). Pax! IV. who ſucceeded him, promiſed to reform 


of Trent, 1.5. 
( {)Hit.Commc, 3»! : 
#f Trenc.l. s. Princes and Peopie (7. 
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of the Church on Earth ; by which we ſee the neceſſity of a Re- 


formation is confirmed 3 and that not by one fingle Council on- 


ly, but by four ſaccefſively; three of which were confirmed by 
Popes 3 The firſt P;/a» by Alexander V. the Council of Cor- 
ſtance by Martin V., the Council of Baſil by Nicolas V. and 
{o much of it as concerned the Reformation ( and much more ) 
by Ezgenius TV. who was depoſed by it. If therefore a Ge- 
neral Council, confirmed by the Pope, cannot err, it 1s infa!- 
livly certain, and ( according to the Principles of the Church ot 
Rome ) an Article of Faith, That the Reformation of the Churc!: 
was neceſlary. 

Should we now paſs from the Clergy to the Laity ; from Bti- 
ſhops, Cardinals, Popes and Councils, to Secular States, Kings and 
Emperors, we ſhould find, That they were alſo highly ſenſ{1ble of 
the Corruptions and Abuſes, Ulſurpations and Oppreſlions of the 
Church of Rome, and many of them zealous and active in their en- 
deavours to reform them. 

What great complaints were made, by many of our Kings of 
England, againſt the Encroachments of Rowe ? How often did 
they petition the Pope for a redreſs? but finding no relief from 
thence, Edward the Third , and Richard the Second, did in part 
right themſelves and their Subjects, by the Statutes of Previſces and 


* 25 Edw. 3.c. 
= = 5 wh Premunire *, 


3* 16 Rith.2, 
Cf. 5. 13 R,2.0. 35. See Cook upon theſe Statutes, Inſtitut par. 3 Cc. 56. 


Charles VII. King of France, as a Fence to the French 

Church againſt the Miſchiefs which flowed from the Court of 

Rome , {et up the pragmatick Sanction , which when Pope - Pizs 

IT. endeavoured to overthrow, he appealed from him to a 

(h) Richer. Genera] Council (4). Lewis XI. was indeed decoyed by the 
w—_ 1 ., Popes fair Promiſes to revoke that Sanction ; bur ſoon after 
7 1.9.25 2-, ſeeing his error , he commanded it again to be obſerved *. 
&c. © Aﬀeer the death of Lewis, the three Eſtates of the Kingdom, 
* Riche aſſembled at Toxrs, beſought Charles VIII. who ſucceeded him, 
9% 81 i . to maintain the Pragmatick in its full ſtrength F : Which 
" i> © © he not only conſented to, but reſolved ro make a further pro- 
+14.ſ.15., grelſs in reforming the Church, and to that purpoſe conſulted 
(c) 14.1.4.c.2. the College of Divines at Paris (c). Lewis XII. who fol- 
lowed next 3. coyned his Mony with thus Inſcription , —— 

Babylonis 
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Babylonis nomen, I will deſtroy the name of Babylon (4): by which (4) Ti»ari 
he plainly declared, what his Judgment then was of ome. Hiſt.l.1.p.1t. 
The zeal of S$igi/mund the Emperour for the Reformation was 
abundantly manifeſt, by his indefatigable pains in procuring the 
Council of Conſtance, and aſſiſting in it : By protecting the Coun- 
cil of Baſil againſt the attempts .of Exgenins, and by Jabouring 
with other Princes to promote it ; bur eſpecially by that Refor- 
mation he made in many things himſelf. A7aximilian I, made 
bitter Complaints of many ſcandalous Abuſes of the Roman Courr, 
and commanded the redreſs of them under pain of his heavy 
diſpleaſure (8). The Emperor Ferdinand propoſed to the Coun- (8) Faſtic.r-- 
cil of Trent, by his Embaſladors, twenty Points concerning Wor- 7##2x#*tena. 
ſhip, Manners and Diſcipline , which he defired might be re- r= 4-0 
formed (4); and in a Letter to the Pope, and another to his (h) Hiſtory 
Legates in the Council, earneſtly preſſed for an effectual Reforma- of the Council. 
tion ( i) ot Trent, l.6. 
The Princes of Germany, at the Diet at Nuremberg, in the Le 582, 
Year 1523. in their Anſwer to Cheregat the Pope's Nuncio, in- © 
ſiſted upon the reforming -of Abuſes, and correcting of many 
Errors and Vices, which by long trac of time had taken deep 
root; for the effecting of which, they demanded a free and ge- 
neral Council. And thoſe intolerable burdens ( as they called 
them ) laid upon them by the Court of Ree, they reduced to 
an hundred Heads ( *),, which they called the Hundred Grie- (*) $!:id.com. 
vances of the German Nation, and preſented them to the Pope, { 4 _ 
proveting that they neither would nor could endure them any phe Fs 
ONgEr. agiend, 
To conclude this Head ; to ſo monſtrous a deformed ſtate, was Aiory of the: 
tie Weſtern Church degenerated, that the Prince, the Prieſt, the Council ot 
Clergy, the Laityz Men of all Conditions, and of all Nations : 79% * 
Yea; (if the infallible Oracle, Pope Aarian the Sixth, ſpoke truth ) 
the whole World groaned after a Reformation (&k ). (k) Richerlg, 
Secondly, The neceſſity of which will be further evident,by taking 77% 7-139» 
a particular view of the Corruptions and Errors themſelves, which 
for methods ſake , and to avoid confuſion , ſhall be reduced to 
tour general Heads : 
1, Corruptions in Doctrine, 
2. In Worſhip, 4s 
3. In Manners, "0 
4. In Diſcipline. 

In 
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In treating of which it will plainly appear, that their Errors vere 
not ſmall, and of light importance ; but fo groſs, and in matters 
of ſuc high moment, that there was an abſolute neceſſity of re- 
torming them. 

1, Groſs Corruptions in Dodtrine. Many Do@trines were 
impoſed as Articles of Faith, which have not the leaſt Founda- 
tion 1n Scripture, Reaſon or Primitive Antiquity z and many 
others, which are not only Strangers to all theſe, but contrary to 
checommon ſenſe and Experience of Mankind. TI ſhall inſtance in 


ſomeof them. 
( 1.) The Infallibility of the Biſhop or Church of Reme. We 


have before ſeen, that this Doctrine hath no Foundation in Scri- Fi 
pture (and by conſequence can be no Article of Faith ) : Yea 5 
that there is no pretence of Reaſon, why the Biſhop and Church j 


of Rome ſhould be infallible, rather than the Biſhop and Church 
of Conſtantinople; and all thoſe fine flouriſhes rhey are wont to 
make, of the expediency of this Doctrine, for the ending of Con- 
troverſies, and the ſafe conducting of Souls to Heaven, may be 
as well accounted for, by making the Church of England, or any 
other Church infallible. 
| That no ſuch Dodtrine was owned by the ancient Church, we 
may be aſlured ; both becauſe the Fathers in thoſe many Here- Y 
{ies, which in their times aroſe, never betook themſelves to this 3: 
ealie and compendious remedy for the ſuppreſſing of them, but f 
choſe the more tedious and laborious way of confuting them by 
Scripture, by Reaſon and Catholick Tradition ; and becauſe the 
| Aſian and African Biſhops, did in ſome Points ſo reſolutely dif- 
| ſent from the Roma Biſhop and Church , that they choſe 
my to break Communion, than to comply with them 
racreim, 
Had any ſuch thing in thoſe days been believed, would the 
African, Ilhrican and Dalmatian Biſhops, have renounced Commu- 
nion with Yigilins Biſhop of Rowe, for conſenting to the condem- 
(a)? q is ae nation of the three Chapters(a)? Would the bleſſed Poltycarpm have 
__ ol #. diſſented from Pope Avicerus  Irenens from Pope Yittor ? S. Cy- 
Vigilii,f.8, prian from Pope Stephen? Can any Man who is not forſaken of 
his Reaſon, imagine, That ſuch Men as theſe, would have behaved 
themſelves ſo towards the Pope as they did, had they not thought 
themſelves as infallible Judges as he ? 


But 


{ 


4 
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" But what need I contend for this, when ſuch great men of 
the Church of Rome, as Gerſon Chancellor of Paris, Almain, Ab, 
phonſies de Caſtro, yea Pope Adrian VI. himſelf teach us ( as 
even Bekarmine himſelf acknowledges ) (5) that the Pope may (b) 1. 4: 
not only err, but be a Heretick, yea, and teach Herefie too, Ko. Pontty, 
if he define without a General Council? And when a Gene- * 4 ©: 
ral Council fays, 'tis certain the Pope may err (c) ? And (c) Corcitii 
what that Council ſays of the Pope, is experimentally B/.Re(por”. 
verified of a Council confirm'd by the Pope, ( as hath been be- OE 
fore prov'd)- Cannk ſupra 
Nor is this Doctrine to be rejected, meerly becaule it is noto- Pap. Richer. 
riouſly falſe; but more eſpecially becauſe of irs horrid Conſe- | 3: c. 2-5. 6. 
quences, As it opens the door to, and gives protection to any other 
the moſt palpable Error, both in Doctrine and Practice. For if 
this be once granted, there is no remedy, but we mult believe 
Darknels to be Light, if the Church of Rowe ſays it is ſo. Yea, 
Aa Thomas Becket, a Garnet, or any other the moſt execrable Traitor, 
_ be worſhipt for a Saint, when the Pope is pleas'd to canonize 
im. 
(z.) Their Doctrine of the Popes ſovereign Power over the uni- 
verſal Church : That every Chriſtian under pain of Damnation, 
is bound to be ſubje&t to him ; that no Appeals may be made 
from him 3 that he alone is the ſupream Judge over all Perſons , 
in all Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, but that he himſelf can be judged by 
no man. 
This Doctrine hath- not only been defin'd by Popes themſelves, 
( as well as their Flatterers) and many hundreds of years together 
put in execution by them ; but hath moreover been eſtablith'd by 
{ſuch Councils as are by the Romaniſts accounted General (4). And (4)Concil. Fle- 
yet is not only deſtitute of all Authority from Scripture, bat much 7p: 854- - 
may be found im Scripeure againſt it 3 And not only in Scripture , *9;8: 444. 
but 'ris plain from Church Hiſtory, that the Biſhops of Rome, in prong” V. 
the early Ages of Chriſtianity , had no Juriſdition beyond Sed. ux. 
their own Province 3 that for the firſt 300 years, there were but 
two only, viz. Vitor and Stephen, that took you them to cenſure (<) ihr. 
Perſons that were of another Dioceſs, and thar they chemſelves 777.007 
were ſeverely cenſured for it by other Biſhops 3 That the eight <. 14. p. 753. 
firſt General Councils, were all both calF'd and confirm'd, not by Review if the 
Popes, but by the Emperors (e) 3 That the Pope hath been oppos'd ergy | 
in many Councils, and many Synodical Decrees have been pay'd tr 
u 
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(7) Asinthe fall fore againſt his will (f); That he himſelf was ſubject to the 
5 14 9M Laws. of the Church and upon his tranſgrefſion of them, obnoxi- 
ſecond at Coz- OUS tO cenſure , no leſs than other Bithops 5 That no Appeals. 
fantineple, the were allow'd to him by the African Biſhops 3 That by the ancient 
Council of - Canons every Biſhop did order the Affairs of his own Dioceſs, 
Ck ** Without dependence upon, or Subordination to the Biſhop of 
(g)Concil.Con- Rome, and that all Cauſes were finally to be determin'd by Pro- 
/tantinopol. wvincial Councils (g). That many Popes have been anathematriz'd 
x Can. 2. C% hy other Biſhops, and many judg'd, condemn'd, and depos'd by Sy- 
En. nods. Allwhich,and many morethings which might bemention'd, 

| are plainly inconſiſtent with this pretended univerſal Empire of the 
Pope. 

But if. nothing could be alleg'd from Scripture, or the Doctrine 
or Practice of the ancient Church to the contrary ; yet the in- 
tolerable Evils which unavoidably flow from ir, cannot but ren- 
der this Do&trine deteſtable, to all thoſe who have- any ſincere 
Love, either to Truth. or Goodneſs. For where-ever this Doctrine 
is receiv'd, a Man muſt think himſelf in duty bound to, to entertain 
Error, and to reje& the Truchz put Vircue for Vice, and Vice 
for Virtue, in caſe the Pope require him ſo to do. And that the 
Pope not only may, but for many Ages hath commanded Men ſo 
to do;. the ſad experience of the Chriſtian, World, is a proof too 
unanſwerable. 

(3.) The Doctrine of the Popes Dominion over temporal Princes. 
That if Kings and Emperors oppoſe themſelves to him, or turn 
Hereticks, he may depoſe them, abſolve their Subjects from their 
Oaths of Allegiance, and give away their Kingdoms to whom- 
{oever he pleaſes. This exorbitant Power hath been challenged 

by the Pope for many ſucceflive Ages( kh); And 
- (h) Dicfates of Greg. VII. Di- when opportunity; hath ſerv'd, hath been frequent- 
ore 9, That a!lPrirces thovld 1, put in practice by them. So Gregory VII. ex- 
its the Papes Feet. Didftate 12, © . 
Thar the Pope may depole the communicated the Emperor —_ IV. and gave 
Emperor. Difate 275. That he away his Kingdoms to R«delphns Duke of Schwaber *. 
may abſolve the Subjects of Gregory IX. excommunicated the Emperor Frede- 
wicked Princes from ther Alle- 5,7 If. and abſoly'd his Subjects from their Oaths 
glance. Bins tom. 7. part 1. of Allegiance (3). Pope Pas! 11] * q 
'p. 362+ Richer. l. L.C. 13. eglance (z). Pope ant 1:1. EXCOMMUNICAtE 
* Baron, an.1080, N.8.8& 12. and depoſed Henry VILI. King of England, and com- 
ent Toms. oY a all _ _ —_ o_ wg Curſe, to 
=, pM — withdraw their Obedience from him (k ). Pope 
(k) Buller, Ron,Tom.t P 514+ Pigs V.and Gregory XIILdamn'd and depog'd Q. £5. 
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.» {ubje& to God only, and that all other Perſons were put in ſub- 
. jection under him ( -); that neicher Prophet, nor Evangeliſt, no, 


Ea 
z.abeth, and abſoly'd her Subjeds from their Allegiance Cm ), This (m) Camaer': 
Dorine and Practice has been defended by their learned Cardinals *%** 
Baronias and Perron, by their School-men, Canonifts, and by the 

whole order of Jeſuits. Yea, 'tis no more than what was decreed 

by divers ſuch Councils, as are generally own'd for lawful Re- 
preſentatives -of their Church z As by the third Zatera» Council 

under Pope Alexander III. (»); And by the fourth Zaterar Council (41 cap, », 
under Pope Imecent II].-(o). And tho' ſome Romaniſts are now Relaratos av 
aſham'd toown itz yet no leſs a Man than Zeus tells us, that tem (cnoverine 


if Kings may not be depoſed by the Pope, then of neceſſity, muſt 74%» Fide- 


the General Council of Lateran have err'd. (6)-45 300 
. p : Domins tem- 
poralis requifitus &r monitus ab Ecclefpa, terram ſuam purgart neglexerit, Kc, —— Exden ribilominus leg? 


ſervata crcaeos, qui non babent Dominos principales, C. 3. 


But what:can be more manifeſt, than that this Doctrine 1s con- 
tradictory to the Holy Scripture? Which cells us in expreſs terms, 
chat the King is Supreme (q), and commands every Soul to be (q)1 Epif. 
ſubject to the higheſt civil Powers (+). Nothing can be more re- #*t- 2: 13. 
pugnant to the Do&trine of the Primitive Fathers, who taught © ) Rome13.t, 
that the Emperor was the Supreme Power on Earth, that he was 


(s) Tertill, ; 
nor Apoſtle (and therefore got S. Peter himſelf) was exempt from pr gow pre 


{ubje&tion to him (:), Ppungs 
And ſach as their Do&trine was, ſuch was their Pra&tice ; tho' (tr) S. cbyſop. 
their Emperors were Idolaters, and implacable Enemies to the 4 Rm. c. 13. 
Name of Chriſt, yer they thought ir not in the Popes Power, to ** 
ſet them looſe from fubjection to them Nor did-any Pope in thoſe 
days pretend to ſuch a Power 3 And therefore they choſe rather 
to die, when they had the greateſt Provocations to reſiſt 5 and (®)£)#ri«r. ad 
when the number of the Chriſtians was ſo great, that they were yn 
able, with eaſe, to have vanquiſh'd their Enemies (#). la) at 
"Tis a Doctrine that is contrary to the Confeſſions and Practice (x) 612/73 
of- the ancient Biſhops of Reme, who took the Emperor for their EP: 8: 
Lord and” Maſter, and yielded themſelves his moſt humble and | 9 ern 
obedient Servants and Subjects. So did Pope Gregory the Great (w), Aion 4. Sm. 
and before, Pope Gelafns I. (x); and after him Pope AgathoF. In 5.Viae etiam 
ſhort, 'tis a Dodrine that involves the higheſt Impiety againſt Xerinn mil 
God, the greateſt Injuſtice ward Men; that ſubveresthe Foan- Liciode 
: dations 
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1l»-26,27, 28» 


(o) Mitth,25, 
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gations of Government, and is .inconſiſtent with humane Society - 
No man can recount the Uſurpations and Rapines, the Perjuries 
and Murders, the Treaſons and- Rebellions , the Confuſions and 
Delolations it hath caus'd in the World. : 

(4) The next Inſtance ſhall be, that which was likewiſe decreed 
by the Fourth Lateran Council *, viz. the monſtrous Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation : For the belief of which, there is no. better 
ground in Scripture, than that the Church is tranſubſtantiared, or 
that the Rock in the Wilderneſs was ſubſtantially chang into 
Chriſt ; becauſe the Church is call'd Chriſt's Body (y , and tis 
ſaid, that the Rock which follow'd the H/-aelites was Coriſt (23). 
But becauſe 'tis confels'd by many of their own learned Writers, 
we may therefore take it for granted, that this Do&rine cannot be- 
provd by Scripture: Yea, that itis contrary to it, 1s manif:{t ; be- 
cauſe we find in Scripture, that the Sacramental Elements, after 
the words of Conſecration were pals'd, are call'd the Bread and the 
Cup, as they were before (a). And if we may believe our Sa- 
viour, the Wine after it was conſecrated , and made the Blood of 
the New Teſtament, was no other for ſubſtance, than the Fruit of 
the Vine ; for after he had (aid, This & my Blood of the New Teſta- 
ment 5 he adds, But I ſay unto you, that I will not henceforth arink of 
the Fruit of the Vine, &c. (b), That the Fathers for ſeven hundred | 
years after Chriſt, believ'd the Elements, after Conſecration, ro 
remain the ſame for ſubſtance, is beyond all contradiction prov'd, 
by many Proteſtant Writers ; particularly in two ſhort Diſcourſes, 
lately written upon this Subject ( ©). And that the Popes them- 
ſelves were of the ſame Belief in the fifth Century, 1s evident : 
For ſurely, ſays Pope Gelaſius, the Sacraments we receive of the Boay 
and Blood of Chriſt, are a Divine thing, for which reaſon we are alſo by 
them made Partakers of a Divine Nature z and yet the ſubſtance or Nature 


(L) Certe Sa. Off Bread and Wine dues not ceaſe ta be (k ), 


SYTAWENt 1 Gaze 


ſamins Corporis & ſarguinis Chrifti dicina ves eft, propter quod & per eadem divine tfficimur con- 


orits nature : ee tamen tlic 108 a: fonit ſubſtantia vel natura pants &- tint, De auab. nat. WV Chnſic. 
Exvliorh, Parr. Tom. 4. 


Yea, ſo far was Tranſubſtantiation, from being the Doctrine 
of the Primitive Church 3 that weccan meet with nothing like it 
till near the end of the eighth Century 3 and tho' as ſoon as it was 
ſtarted, ' it was vigorouſly oppos'd, by the moſt learned men of 


hat time ; yer by the help of the deplorable Ignorance and Su- 


perſtition, 
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perſtition, of that and the two next ſucceeding Ages, it was, by: 


ow degrees,nurs'd up, and brought to its full growth 3 till at length 
- po be eſtabliſh'd for an Article of Faich, in the Lareras 
Council under Pope Inecent III in the year 1215. 

Nor is it only. deſticute of the Authority of Scripture, and the 
ancient Church 3: bur plainly deſtructive of our whole Religion , 
by ſubverting the main Foundation, upon which it ſtands. For 
if that be indeed the Fleſh of a Man, which we ſee, and feel , 
and taſte to be Bread ; what aſſurance can we have, that there 
ever was any ſuch Man in the World as 7e/#s of Nazareth? or 
that he ever wrought one Miracle in it > The certainty of which, 
depends upon the certainty of our Senſes ; and therefore S. fob» 
appeals to them, as the great unqueſtionable Proofs of the Truth 
of our Religion (a). We have therefore the ſame Aſſurance that 
Tranſubſtantiation is Falſe, as that the Goſpel of Chriſt is 


True. 


Nor is it more oppoſite to Senſe, than Reaſon ; the belief of 


2) 1 Ep;t, 
001 1. 1,2,3. 


it implying ten thouſand Contradictions. To which we may add,. 


the horrible Impieries it involves. That the glorited Body of 
our Saviour, ſhould be contracted to the crum of a Wafer ; that 
he ſhould be perfectly depriv'd of Senſe and Reaſon ; that he 
ſhould not be able to defend himſelf againſt the Aflaults of the 
moſt contemptible Vermin 3 that he ſhould be ſwallow'd down 
whole, and if the Stomach of the Communicant chance to be fou!, 
or over-charg'd with Wine, that he ſhouid be vomired up again : 
Good God! what man, who is not quite forſaken of Religion , 
Reaſon and Senſe; who is not himſelf tranſubſtantiated into 
_— below either Man or Beaſt, can believe theſe 
enings ? 


(5.) That the Marriage of Prieſts is unlawful. This Doctrine 


the Church of Reme borrow'd from the antient Hereticks ; eſpeci- 


ally from the Manichees, who allow'd Marriage to their Hearers,. 
as the Churck of Reme-doth to Lay-men 3 but forbad it to their | 
Elect (a), as that Church doth to her Prieſts. 


(2) Hic non as - 
$129 205 tſſe 
CLUMAatares bn- 


vidiamgue faturos, caftitatem perſeftam v05 rehemonter commendare atque {andave, non tamen nuptins 
probibere 3 quandoguidem Auditores welln Qu0Y 14m apud V0S ſecundus eſt &744/1S, ducers- at J4e bavere non 


probibentwr «xores, Aug. de moribus Manichzorum, 1, 2, c, 18. 


The 
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The firſt Pope we read of that condemned the Marriage of | 
Prieſts, was Siricizs, almoſt four hundred Years after Chriſt, though 3 
he ſeems by his Epiſtles ( if chey are indeed his) ; rather to dif- J 
(b) E932. r, {wade Prieſts from it, than peremptorily to forbidit(4), Pope R 
& 4. apad Bi- Calixtas Il. abſolutely forbad Prieſts Marriage, and .in caſe they 
IR were married, commanded them to be ſeparated (c). Pope 1- 
3:7. Diacons, 2ocent III. pronounced ſuch Marriages null, and the Council of 
Sibaiacozis & Trent anathematizes thoſe who ſay they are valid (4). 
Atonachis con- — 
cuvinas habere, ſes Matrimonia contraber?, penitus interdicimus; contratta quoque Matrimovia ab huju;- 
modi pe ſons disjungi. Grat, diſt. 27.c. 88 (d) Seff. 24. Can.g. 


But one would think, that God had ſufficiently declared his ap- 
probation of ſuch Marriages, in that the whole World hath by his 
appointment been twice peopled by two married Prieſts ; firſt 

z by Adam, ſecondly by Noah. And we are ſure the Holy Scri- 
(7) Heb.13.4- pture tell us, That Marriage is honorable in all (f ' And places ic 
among the Qualifications of a Biſhop, Thar he be the Husband of one 
(8) Tit. 1.6, Wife, having faithful Children ( g), which ſaith S. Chryſofow, The Ape- 
fele preſtribed to this end, That he might ſtop the Months of Hereticks, 
who reproached Marriage ; declaring thereby, That Marriage 1s no unclean 
: , thing, but ſo honourable , that a married Man may be exalted to the ſacred 
(l) ETMPHI- Throne of a Biſhop (h ), 
Cy 780 eupen-, 
135 765 F 3apoy abanuormi, ures im T3 aeayHea th fv avays, a) £7w TIHIOY, ws 
ut” cms vat x, 6 + do arataivey Ypovor, Chryſolt, Hom, 2. inc. 1, ad Tir. 


And well might he think it not unbecoming a Biſhop, when 

our Lord thought it not unbecoming an Apoſtle , no not the 

Prince of the Apoſtles ( as the Romaniſts will have him) forit is 

| ' without doubt, that S. Peter was married; in that the Scripture 
Lowes wal makes mention of his Wife's Mother (5). And Clemens of Alex- 
(k) Cremers  andria tells us, That it was certainly reported, that when he ſaw 
7. $.735. his Wife led to death, he rejoiced ; and having exhorted and com- 
Lat. 1629. forted her, he called her by her name, and bid her remember the 
(1)Srronet. Lord (4); and that he was not only married , bur begat Chil- 
£6. dren, the ſame Clemens in another place affirms (7). Yea that 
Ecclef. iſt. S. Philip and S. ?nde were alſo married, and had Children, Ez/ebins 


4,3.6.20,& 31» 1s witnels ( m ). 
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In like manner we find, That many of the primitive Biſhops 
were married , ſo were Cheremon Biſhop of Nilus, S. Spiridion, 
S. Gregory Nazianzen, I. Gregory Nyfſen, S. Hilary, and many more. 
Nor can it be ſaid, that they took Wives while they were 
Laymen, and after they took upon them the ſacred Mmiſtry , 
were ſeparated from them; ſince the Canons commonly called the 
Apoſtles, did prohibit either Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon to put away 
his Wife, upon pretence of Religion (#); and if any ſuch ſhall (-) *E7i:40- 
abſtain from Marriage, as in it Falf abominable, command that 7&;,n ax:s- 
he be corrected, or depoſed and caſt out of the Church (os ); Surp&, # 
which Canons, though not made by them whoſe name they bear, Nc»: # 
yet they are of greater Antiquity than the- firſt Nicene Council, #au7s 5urai- 
And when in that Council it was moved, That Biſhops and »s, ui £xC24- 
Prieſts, Deacons and Sub-deacons, might not cohabit with their ai+w @ce24- 
Wives, which they had taken before Ordination 3 the Motion 94 wats eg. 
was preſently daſhed by the famous Paphnatins, who was him- C0 5- 
ſelf a ſingle perſon (4). Yea, a long time after this Council, pom 
we meet with many Popes, who were Sons of Biſhops and Prieſts : 51.7:f. 1i/. 
Pope T heodorss, Silverins and Gelaſius I. were the Sons of Biſhops 3 !. 1.c. 11: 
Pope Boniface I.. Felix Il. and Agapetzs I. were the Sons of Prieſts (?) 6r4t-a:f. 
(5). And that we may not think this ſtrange, Gratiz» himſelf in- 355 2: _._ 
forms us, That the Marriage of Prieſts was in thoſe days lawful t;5 wm... 
in the Latin Chnrch, as it was at that time when he writ, in the 
Eaftern Church (c ). | (c) Diſt. 56. 
Nor is this Dodrine to be rejected only as contrary to Scri- © 13: 
pture, and to Primitive and Apoſtolical Practice, but becauſe of 
the abominable Fruits produced in the Church of Reme by ir. 
For when their Clergy might not have Wives (which God al- 
lowed ) inſtead of them they took- Whores ; which-wickedneſs {o 
far-prevailed in that Church, that no leſs a Man than the Cardinal 
of Cambray informs us , That many Clergymen were 
ot aſhamed publickly, awd in the face of the World to (4) De reform. Eccliſ. 
keep C oncubines ( d y And the Gloſs upon Grati- | (£) Communiter autem alcitars 
an ſays, That it is common ſaid, That a Prief may 770%" {ahi junction git 
»ot be depoſed for ſimple Fornication, becauſe there are ills vitio inveniantur, Diſt. 81.5.6 >- 
few Prieſts to ve found without that fault ( e ). Ard #: Glof.. 
therefore Pope Pizs II. had great reaſon to ſay; 
That though Prieſts were by the Weftern Church (Cf) Father Pais Hiſtory of 
forbid to Marry for goos reaſon, yet there -was ſtronger = Council of- Trent, 1. 7. þ.. 
reaſon to reftere Aarrizge to them again ( f ), This: : 


many 


(2) P, 679, 
+630. 


(#) P. $1447 
526. 


(i) Pe: 620,07 
747» 


, Conſult. 
Co Art. 


13: 


(7 Hiſtory 
of the Coun- 
cil ot Trens. [+ 
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-many in the *Council of Trex: were ſenſible of, ho altedged 
the great Scandal given by incontinent Priefls, and that there was 
n_ contixent perſons fit to exerciſe the Miniſtry (g). And 
therefore the Emperor and the Duke of Bavaria required 

That the Marriage of the Prieſts might be granted (+). And 
the Archbiſhop of Pragve, and the Biſhop of Five-Churches 
deſired that married perſons might be promoted to Holy Orders. 
Bur this requeſt would not be granted , becauſe if the Clergy 


once come to be Married, they will no longer depend on the 


Pope, but on their Prince (/). 

(6.) The Dodtrines of the number of the Sacraments ; of the 
Character imprefled by them 3 and of the neceflity of the Prieſts 
intention, . defined by the Reman Church as neceſſary Points of 
Faith, are ſuch as cannot be derived from Scripture, or from the 
Tradition of the Church; as is freely acknowledged by many 
learned men of their own Communion. 

As the Word Sacrament is ambiguous, ſo it is ſufficiently 
known , That the Fathers, as they took it in a more ſtrict or 
large ſenſe, fo they either encreaſed or leſſened the number of 
them: And Caſarder hath obſerved, That we ſcarce meet with 
any Man before Peter Lombard, who reduced them to a certain 
number (k). And that the number Seven hath no colour, either 
from Scripture, or the antient Church, we may be aſlured by thoſe 
goodly Reaſons, upon which it was eſtabliſhed by the Council of 
Trent, viz, There are (even Vertues, ſeven Capital Vices, ſeven 
Defe&s, which came by Original Sin, ſeven Planets, and I know 
not how many ſevens more « /), and therefore there are ſeven Sa- 
caments, neither more nor leſs. FRiſum teneatis ? 

As to the Character impreſſed by three of them (viz. Baptiſm, 


2. }-234»235* Confirmation and Order) 'twas ſo little underſtood by the Trent 


(m, P.235- 


Fathers , that they could not agree what it meant, or where to 
lace it. One would have it to bea Quality, another to be a Re- 
ation 3 and of thoſe who made it a Quality, ſome ſaid it was 

one kind of Quality, others that it was another, ſome placed it 

in the Eſſence of the Soul, ſome in the Underſtanding, ſome in 

the Will, &c. (m). 

And in caſe the intention of the Prieſt be neceſiary, then as 
the Biſhop of Aizers unanſwerably argued in that Council, If a 
Prieſt having clarge of four or five thouſand Souls, be an Infidel, 
but a formal Hypocrite, and in abſolving the Penitent, a 
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of Children, and conſecrating the Euchariſt, have no intention te 
do what the Church doth, ic muſt be ſaid, that the Children are 
damned, the Penitent not abſolved, and that all remain without 
the Fruit of the Communion (»). And what an horrible abuſe (n) Hiſtory of 
is it, to make ſuch things as theſe Articles of Faich> and im- the Counci! of 


poſe them upon all Men, to be believed under peril of Damna- =o be 2. Pe 


tion ? | 

(7.) The Dodtrine of Merits. That the good Works of 
juſtified Perſons be rr«#/y meritorious , deſerve not only the in- 
creaſe of Grace , but eternal Life, yea an increaſe of Glo- 
ry (a). 

c Whereas the Scriptare tells us , That or goodneſs extenas not ts pig, 4 
God (b)+; That not only all that we do, Bur all that we can ſuffer, is (>) piyl.1s >, 
not worthy to be compared with the Glory that ſhall be revealed ( c ): That (c,Rom.8.18. 
when we have done all thoſe things which are commanaea ns, we are 
fill unprofitable Servants, and have done #o more than what was our du- 
ty (4). That we can give nothing to God, but what we have (a) Luk. 17. 
frſt received from him 3 that we are obliged to him for the -- 
good we do, as well as for that we receive; fince all our good 
Works are entirely owing to his Grace, are the free Gifts of his 
Holy Spirit, who worketh in 245 beth to will and to ao (e). (e) Phil. 2. 12. 

Yea even Reaſon it ſelf teaches us, That whatſoever we are, 
and whatſoever we have, it is all received from him 3 that we 
can give nothing to him, that it ſhould be recompenced to us again z 
that the beſt Services we can perform are no matter of favour, 
but a Debt we owe him; and in caſe they were wholly our own, 
yet if put in the Ballance with that exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory, would be infinitely too light. 
Though therefore we readily grant, That our good Works ate 
not only Conditions, but neceſlary Qualifications by which we 
are made meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in light, and without which we are not ſo much as capable of 
enjoying it 3 though we do not condemn the Word Merit , in 
that large ſenſe in which it was ufed by the ancient Doctors of 
the Church, as it ſignifies a Work that is praiſe-worthy, and to 
which God hath promiſed a Reward, as it denotes a Means ap- 
pointed by God, in order to the bringing us to Heaven: Yer 
ve can in no wiſe grant, That any Works of ours, are truly, 
and in a proper ſenſe meritorious; but whatſoever right is there- 
by acquired co eternal Life, it is —_ in the gracious _ 
mile 
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mife of God, who hath declared that he will reward our poor 
and imperfect ſervices with Glery, Hononr and Immortality. 

(.8.) Though every ſin be in its own nature deadly, yet the 
diſtinction of ſins into Mortal and Venial, is in a ſenſe admitted 
by Proteſtants, viz. If by Mortal be meant ſuch a. grievous {an, 
as actually excludes a Man from the favour of God, and puts him 
into a ſtate of Damnation; as all thoſe do, mentioned 1 Cor, 6, 
9, 10. and every other wilful fin. By Yeral, ſuch a lighter in, for 
which God in the Goſpel-Covenant makes allowances, and which 
he will not impute to Condemnation, to thoſe who ſincerely endea- 
vour to do whatſoever he commands; as fins of Ignorance and 


meer Infirmity. 


But this diſtinction as it is commonly explained and- applied 
by the Romiſh Doors , is plainly deſtructive of a holy Lite, 
and one of the greateſt encouragements to Vice. For a Venial 
Sin in their Divinity, is a Sin, that in its own nature is ſo light 
and ſmall, that it cannot deprive a Man of the favour of God 

or render him obnoxious to eternal Death (a). 


(a) Peccatum aliquod. dicitur 
Yemiale ex natura ſua, & propria 
rationez, & eſt illud, quod et ſe, 
&ſuanatura, tft tam leve & tam 
minutum, it non valrat aliquem 
privare gratia divina, aut facere 
illym Dit inimicam, aut Yeddere 
illum dignum morte eterns, Al- 
phonſ. de Caſtro adverſ, Haref. 


' 12, tol. 210. 


And if you ask them, What Sins in particular theſe 
Venial Sins are, ſcarce any Sin can be named, but 
ſome or other of their moſt approved Caluiſts, 
will tell you, Ic is no more than Veniai ; even 
Lying and Slandering, falſe Witneſs and Perjury, 
Theft and Coverouſneſs, Gluttony and Drunken- 
neſs, are placed in the Catalogue of theſe little 


' harmleſs Sins. Now let theſe Venial Sins be ne- 


ver ſo numerous, the greateſt evils which ( accor- 
Cing to their Doctrine) they can expoſe a Man to, are no more 


| than the temporary pains of Purgatory; and theſe ( they tell us) 


way be bought off at ſo cheap a rate, that there 1s no Man in 
fuch unhappy circumſtances, bur he may purchaſe his releaſe from 
them. And what then remains to give check to a Mans ſinful ap- 
Petites ? 

(9.) Bur for their looſneſs in Venials, ſome may think they 
have made amends by the ſeverity of their Doctrine concerning 
Mortal Sins. For no. Man( as their Church teaches ) can obtain 
the pardon of theſe , without confeſſion to a Prieſt, and perfor- 
ming the Penances he impoſes for them. And this Confeſſion 
muſt be compleat; not only of the kinds, but of the particular 
yIns , together with the circumſtances which change the _ 
that 
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that a Penance may be enjoined proportionable to them (#), (CÞ ) Cori. 
Bur beſides that we find no ſuch fort of Confeſſion required 7797-3; | 

by Chriſt or his Apoſtles; no, nor uſed in the Church for more ,;,; 4, 

than four hundred Years: But on the contrary , that our bleſſed & -. 

Saviour propoſes pardon of Sin, how Mortal {oever, upon con- 

dition of fincere Repentance and new Obedience ; belides that, 

the thing ic ſ&f is unpracticable : For how ſhall an ignorant 

Mechanick know, what thoſe circumſtances are that change the 

kind > When perhaps his Confeſlor is not able to tell him? 

How ſhall he know, which Sins are Mortal, and which are Ve- 

nial ? when their moſt learned Caſuiſts areat no agreement among 

themſelves about them, but that which one ſays is Mortal, ano- 

ther ſays is no more than Venial, and their ſeraphical Doctor af- 

firms, That many Sins are believ:d to be Venial, that are Mortal, and 

it is a moſt difficult thing to diſcern the one from the other ( c ), Be- 

ſides, I ſay, theſe and many other inſuperable pre- (cy nuts enim frequenter cre 

judices that lie againſt itz as the matter is mana- adwntur 2s: Venializ ; que Mort a- 

ged in the Church of Rome, it wholly defeats its {ia ſunt , & difficillimum eft ©; 

own defign. For what Man will be aſhamed to *#% — NIE 

do that, which is done upon courſe, by the belt ads. babes 

Men in their Church 3 the Prieſt, the Biſhop, yea the Pope 

himſelf not excepted > And who will be afraid of the moſt for- 

midable Sin, when the. Penance impoſed for it is uſually crifling, 

and next to nothing ; ſo far from giving check, that it 15 one of 

the ſtrongeſt provocations to fin? For what greater encouragement 

can a Man delfire, than to purchaſe a pardon upon ſuch eaſie 


terms? 


(10,) I need not ſhew, that the Doctrine of Purgatory, as 
taught by the Church of Rawe, cannot derive irs Pedigree, either 
from the Scripture, or the Primitive Fathers; becaule it is freely 
confeſſed by many of her own Members, that ic hath no foun- 
dation in either of them. Yea a late learned Writer of that 
Church, hath proved by great variety of Arguments, that it is 
plainly repugnant to Scripture, to Reaſon, and to the judgment 
of the ancient Church, and expoſed the vanity of thoſe preten- (d) Tho. Ang. 
ded Proofs which are commonly brought for it (4). ex Ali Eft- 
Saxon.de medio 
And yet it is no wonder, that the Rom;/b Clergy fo zealouſly SO 
contend for it, that the Council o Trent hath eſtabliſhed * - 
2 an 
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(©) Bull. ſuper and that Pope Pie IV. hath pur it into the Rowan Creed ( e), be- 


ormam Fura- 


Ment. Conte 
Fidq. 


cauſe this is that by which they make ſpoil of the People, and 
enrich themſelves. This alone hath erected and richly endowed 
many fair Abbies and Monafteries; this hath founded many Col- 
leges, Chappels and Chantries; this hath ſet up and maintained 
the gainful Trade of Indulgences and Maſles: Let the People be 
once diſabuſed, and rightly informed in this Point, Maſſes for the 
Dead will grow out of faſhion, and Indulgences will be deſpiſed 
as nothing worth. For, 

( 17.) The Doctrine of Indulgences is another new Article of 
the Reman Creed. This is generally owned by the learned Ro- 
maniſts themſelves: In particular, Durandas ( one of their famous 
Schoolmen ) acknowledges, That little that is certain can be [aid con- 
cerning them, becauſe the Scripture ſpeaks not expreſly of them ;, and the 


( t ) De Indulgentiis pauca dict 
aoſſent per certitudinem, "quia nec 
Scriptura exprefſe de ets loquitur : 
fantti etiam, ut Ambroſins, Hil. Ag. 
Hitron. minime loquuntir at Indul- 
gintiis, Durand. l.g. diff. 20.9.3. 

(g) De ortu Indulgentiarum, [i 
errtitado haberi poſſet, veritati in- 
argande opem ferret : wtrum quia 
nulla ſacre Scripture, nilla priſce- 
74m Doforum, Grecornm at La- 
2izorum , authoritas (cripta han 
«d noſtram dtauxit netitiam, O- 
puſc. Tom. 1. Tract. 15.C. 1. 

(h) De hs Indulgentits ante 
9:bolaſttcorim etatem, anod [ciam, 
«/pirio zull2, De mecio Anima- 
rum ſtatu, Dement. 27. 


holy fathers, $. Ambroſe, S. Hilary, S. Auguſtine, 
and S, Jerom , make no mention of them (f)., And 
Cardinal Cajetan grants, That no ſacred Scripture, 
7 Authority of the anciem Deobters, Greek cr atin, 
hath brought the Original of them to our knowledge (g ), 
And no wonder, becauſe their Original bears a 
much later date than either the Sacred Scri- 
pture, or the Authority of the ancient Doctors ; 
for the learned Romaniſt before-mentioned tel!s 
us, That for ought he could find, Indulgences 
were not thought on ,- before the Age of the 
Schoolmen (h), that is, till twelve hundred Years 
after Chriſt; and therefore no mention is made 
of them by Gratian, or the Maſter of the Sen- 
tences. 


It is crue , That in the Primitive Church, ſevere and long Pe- 
nances were impoſed upon feandalous Offenders, the rigour of 
which, upon weighty Conſ1derations, was ſometimes moderated 
by the Bithop; and this Relaxation was called by the name of In- 
auigence, Bur the Popiſh Indulgences are quite of another na- 


ture; for they ſuppoſe a Treaſure in the Church, made up of the 
Merits of Chriſt and the Saints ( the Saints muſt be added to ſup- 
piy the defect of Chriſt's Merits) which is wholly at the Popes 
cilpoſal, which therefore he diſpenſes to others as he thinks fit, to 
diſcharge chem from thoſe Temporal Puniſhments to which they 
are obnoxious, for their venial Sins, in Purgatory. 


Nor 


a 


Nor are theſe Indulgences (as the Practice of their Church is ) 
limited to the Souls in Purgatory, and to thoſe Puniſhments which 
are due to venial Sins only; but granted to all Perſons indifferently 
who will pay for them 3 and for all Sins, be they never ſoenormous.. 
To fach an exceſs of Abomination, were the Doctrine and 
Practice of Indulgences grown, about the time of the Reforma- 
tion; ſuch an intolerable Reproach were they to our Holy Relij- 
gion, that the more ſober Romaniſts themſelves cry'd thame on __ _ 
them (3). (1) BR 
(12.) Another Error (and that which is, indeed, the main Foun- 7/5; 0-4 
dation of many of thoſe already mention'd, and of many more Eccletiz.-.1 5. 
which follow under tie next Head ', is this, That unwritten Tra- £4. !. 30.Ep. 
ditions ought to be added to the Holy Scriptures, to ſupply their 57: 
defect ; and ought to be receivd as of equal Authority with 
them. 
Whereas the Scriptures themſelves, ( which the Romanitſts ac- 
knowledge to be an infallible, tho' but an imperfect Rule) do fre- 
quently bear witneſs of their own Sufficiency, as to all Matters 
neceſlary to Salvation ( 4): 1 ſay, all Matters neceſſary to Salvation; (4) Pial. 19.7. 
becauſe we do not aflert, that all things belonging to Rites an FO SI: 
Ceremonies, and to the external Polity of the Church, are con- * ©0507 
caind in them, except only in general Rules, by which the parti- 
cular Determination of them is committad to the Diſcretion of 
our Governors ; but we affirm, that there is no Article of Faith, 
or Rule of Life, that is neceſlary ro be believ'd or practis'd, thar 
is not either in _—_ words containd in them, or by evident 
conſequence may be deduced from them; ſo that ſuppoſing them 
to be the Word of God, we need no other Rule in ſuch Mat- 
ters. 
And 'tis certain, that the ancient Fathers were of the ſame Judg- 
ment. I ſhall produce the words of S. A»ftin only. In thoſe Marters, 
faith he, which are plainly placed in Scripture, all thoſe things are found, 
which contain Faith, and the Manners of Holy Living, viz, Hope ana 
Charity (6), In which words he afhrms, not only 
that all chings belonging to Faith and Manners are (b) Itiis que aperte in Sei 
contained, but that they are plainly contain'd in the ?!*s poſta ſunt, mnueniuntur 3. 


apy” . ; omna que continent fidem , mo- 
Scripture. And in another place the ſame Father roſa; vinends;, ſewfe. arqae Ch 


{ays, If an Angel from Heaven ſhall preach to you, any vyitatem, De dot, Chi iltiana, 1.2% 
thing concerning Chriſt, or his Church, or concerning any c. 9. ; 
thing which belongs to Faith or Life, beſides what you have 


recnued 


L 38 ] 
receives in tre Writings of the Law and the Goſpel, let him be ac- 
curſed (c), 


olefeey 711 ae q12:ungue alla rh, que pivtinet ad fidew witimne noſlyam, 8c, Aug, con- 


4 


f =P 
Ll, 3.C. 5, 


'Tis true, the Fathers in their Conteſts with Hereticks, do fre- 
quently preſs them with the Fradition of the Catholick Church ; 
3ut then it muſt be remembred, that the Hereticks, againſt whom 
they diſputed , were either ſuch as denied the Authority of the 
whole, or a great part of the Scripture ; or ſuch as inſiſted upon 
Tracition, and pleaded that in defence of, their Errors ; that there- 
fore they might beat them at their own Weapons, the Fathers 
confuted them by Tradition too : But they never ſet up Tradition 
as another Word of God , or ſought thereby to eſtabliſh any 
thing as an Article of Faith, or a piece of neceſlary Worthip, that 


_ they thought was not to be found in the Scripture 3 As the Church 


(d) It 4 2 
rang plainly | ” | | 
»epugrant 10 the Word of God, and the Cuſtom of the Primitive Church, to have publick Prayers in the 
Church, or te adminiſter the Sacraments in a Tongue not waderſtood of the People, Articles of Religion, 
A130 155 2. ATT. 24» 


of Rowe does, which under pretence of Apoſtolical Tradition, ob- 
trudes upon the Chriſtian World, as Matters of neceſlary Belief 
and Practice, ſuch things as are but of yeſterday ; ſuch things as 
are doubtful and uncertain 3 ſuch as are childiſh and trifling ; yea, 
{uch as are falſe and impious, plainly contrary to Scripture, and to 
Primitive Doctrine and Practice. 

That I may not be over tedious, I forbear to mention many 
other Errors in Doctrine, and proceed to the next general Head of 
Corruptions. | 

2. The Church of Rae hath not only errd in Dodtrines of 
Faith, but hath alſo groſly ſwerv'd from that Rule of Worſhip 
which Chriſt hath ”_ us, and from the Practice of the Pri- 
mitive Church; and ſet up a Worſhip of their own invention 
—__— oppoſition thereunto. I ſhall inſtance in ſome Parti- 
culars. 

Firſt, In having their publick Worthip in an unknown Tongue. 
This 15 expreſly condemn'd by our Church, as a Practice plainly 
repugnant to the Word of God, and to the Cuſtom of the Primi- 
tive Church (4). 


That 
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That it is plainly repugnant to the Word of God, no Man can 
be ignorant, who knows what is written in the fourteenth Chapter 
of the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, in which the Apoſtle fo di- 
rectly, and with ſuch variety of Arguments, confutes this unrea- 
ſonable Service, that tis as eaſte to make midnight and noonday 
meet, as to reconcile them one to the other. 

Nor is it leſs contrary to the Cuſtom of the Primitive Church. 
That in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, every Chriſtian Churc!; 
had the publick Prayers and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments in 
their own Tongue, I need not prove, by citing the Teliimonies 0 
thoſe Perſons, who liv'd in thoſe Ages; becaule the learned Men 
of the Church of Rome, do themlelves confels it, whicl: is a Proof 
more convincing, than a thouſand other Wirneſles. Out of many 
which offer themſelves, I ſhall produce a few, whoſe Authority 
iS beyond exception. 

Their great. Aquinas. grants , That it was madneſs in the Primi. 
tive Church, to ſpeak in a Tongue not underſtood ,, becauſe they were rude 
in Eccleſiaſtical Rites, and aid nor $row theſe things that were ane, 11- 
leſs they were expennacd : But nov, (aith he, that all are inſtrufe, 
tho all things are ſpoken in the Latin Tongue, they know what is aoxe is 
*he Church (e). Cardinal Bellurmize grants, That in the Primitive 
times, becauſe the Chriſtians were few, all ſang together in the Conrch, 
and anſwer d in the divine Offices; but afterward the People encreafing, 
it was left to the Clergy alone to perform Prayers ana Praiſes in the 


5} OL) jo IF OE" on Tay 5 
Chaurck (f ). Mr. Haraing to this Exception of the Proteſtants, C * 
S. Paul requires that the People give ajjent to the Prieft vy anſwering to ** 
his Prayers maae tn the Congregation, returns this anifwer : erily in © 


the Primitive Crurch this was neceſſxry, when the Faith was 4 learning 
/ ? : wy” 5 Ul . ' __ 
a therefore the Prayers were maae then in a common Tergue, known to 
re People, for cauſe of their further infrufion, wie bers of Lite Con 
erted ro the Faith, ana of Painims mate Chriſtians, raa need in all 
4 ? f | 2 »/ p , ' Jo. > 
things to be taught, CC, And again, 17%ereas S. Paul /cemerh ta dife 
IM ? © + BP L . G "hy 'S 7 
auow Praying with [. a ſtrange ] Torighe in the Common Ajjenoiy, becan's 
of IPOD % af) . ef 2 ne P 4 fo 191 £ fi. I%7 _-—” PIR _ 
"or W431 0 E A! mp, AHA to EFcem SC HIKE AXE E; 1306 WOT G5 OF Sentences 
3. of "i | ha } » . , ; M2 "BR 7 
Wits) rmaer ſtanding of Mis MeAtng, T7 tHe Ve WUY VC + &rufted FOOT CU), 
wore than ten thouſand words in a ftrange and utheown Tongue s, all :ti5 


is to be referrea to the State of th.it time, which & mach #1; ve the State 


af the Church we be now in : They neeac« inftrution, we be ns! IQN07 £11) 


of the chief Points of Religion : They were ro be taught in 41! things , we 
come not to Church ſpecially. :w4 chiefly ta be tunght at the Service, &:: 


(ge) 4tic. 3. 
Di-1f. 28. 8& 
30. 
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ro pray, and to be taught by preaching : Their Prayer was »ot available 
for lack, of Faith, and therefore was it to be made in the vulgar Tongue 
for encreaſe of Faith 6 our Faith will ſtand us in better ſtead, if we give 
our ſelves to devout Prayer (g). Thus we ſee he grants, that the 
publick Prayers were in the Apoſtolical times in the vulgar 
Tongue, and that 'twas neceſſary they ſhould be ; but nothing can 
be more falſe and abſurd than the reaſon he gives, why 'twas ne- 
ceſlary then, and not now. Add to theſe the infallible Teſti- 
mony of Pope Gregory VII. who tho' he would not permit the 
Celebration of Divine Offices in the Sclavonian Tongue ; yet 
confels'd that the Primitive Church had them in the vulgar Lan- 


(h) Hiſtory of guage ( h z 


the Ccuncil 0 


Trent. & 6, 
p. 578. 


(1) 1 Cor. 14. 


2lo 


(k) Ex hac Pauli doftrina ha- 
betur, quod melins eft ad edifi- 
cationem Eccleſie, orationes pub- 
icas, que audients popalo di- 
erntic, dict lingua communi Cle- 
ricis & Ponulo, quam dict latine. 
Comment. in C. 14. Ep. 1. ad 


Corinth. 


(2 _ 3: Diriſ.29. þ. 587. 
m) L.5, 


So that by the Confeſſion of the Romaniſts themſelves, the 
Church of Erg/and has in this Point no further departed from the 
Church of Rowe, than the Church of Rowe hath from the ancient 
Church. If they can inſtance in any Church in the World, chat 
for above five hundred years after Chriſt, worſhip'd God in a 
__ that the People did not underſtand, we will yield the 

auſe. 

And may it not juſtly be matter of amazement, that for the 
ſerving of ſome poor worldly ends, the Church of Rome ſhould 
introduce a Practice, that renders the Worſhip of God uſeleſs and 
inſignificant ? That deſtroys not only the end of Prayer, bur is in- 
conſiſtent with the nature of it > That is ſo abſurd and unrea- 
{onable, that S. Pas! thought they deſerv'd to. be reckon'd Mad-men, 
who in ſuch ſort pray to God (5 ). ; 

So evident is thisz that many great Men of the Church of 
Rome, acknowledge it would be better to have the publick Offices 
in the vulgar Tongue. So Cardinal Cajetan confelles, That accor- 
ding to the Doftrine of $. Paul, "tis more for the edification of the Charch, 
that the publick Prayers ſhould be ſaid in a Tongue common to the Clergy 
and People , than in Latin (k ). And Mr. Harding 
{ays, 1 grant they ( viz. the People) cannot ſay Amen, to 
the Bleſſing or Thanksgiving of the Prieſt, ſo well as if 
they nnderſtood the Latin Tongue perfettly(1), And 
Father Pax! thought the Latin Service a great 
Corruption and Abuſe; ' as we may fee in his 
Hiſtory of the Council of Trex: (#). In which 
he alſo tells us, That in the Roman Pontifical, there 


remaineth yet a Formof the Oraination of Readers in the 
Charch, 
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Church, in which it is ſaid, that they muſt ſud) to read aiſtinttHy and plain. = 

ly, thar the People may underſtard (»). To conclude this; upon theſe (9) Lid, 

and ſuch like Confiderations , the Emperor at the Council of 

Trent requir'd, That Divine Service might be ſo ſaid, that it might be un- 

aerſftood beth by him that ſaid it, and by him that heard it (F ). (f) Hiſtory of 
(2.) Another Corruption is the propitiatory Sacrifice of the os 

Maſs. The Church of Esg/and doth not quarrel at the name of har 

Sacrificez ſhe not only grants, but aflerts, that the Eucharilt is a 

commemorative and repreſentative Sacrifice. And this was the 

meaning of the ancient Fathers, who frequenly call it a Remem- 

brance or Commemoration, a Reſemblance or Repreſentation of 

the Sacrifice which Chriſt once offer'd upon che Croſs (o). And (9) £47. 

this is as much as Caſſander ſeems to mean by it (p). — 3p - 

'Oux dMilw Wunan, wgSa ap © Apgepess mire, aa Thy dauTly de mls 5 weannev 5 

Er14utnmy ip3a{ourts Jvoiazg, Chryſoſt. Hom. 17. in Epiſt. ad Heb. (p) Caſſand. Conſult. Art. 

24. de Sacrificio Corp. & Sang, Chriſti. 


But this will not ſatisfie the preſent Church of Rome; bur Chriſt 
( as they will have it) is truly and properly ſacrificed ; that is, 
according to their own notion of a Sacrifice, Chriſt is truly and 
properly put to death, as oft as the Prieſt ſays Maſs. For ina true 
Sacrifice ( as Bellarmine tells us (4) ) the _ ſacrificed, muſt be (q) De Mig. 
deſtroy'ds and if it be a thing that hath Life, it muſt be kill'd : b1£-2-& £27 
And fo indeed many of the Romaniſts roundly aſſert, that Chriſt 
every day is by the Maſs-Prieſt. 
Which beſides, that it is contrary to the DoErine of the anci- 
ent Church, and to the words of the Apoſtle, who tells us, That 
Teſus Chriſt offer d not himſelf often, as the High Prieſt enter d into the 
Holy piace every year with the Blood of others: for then muſt he often have 
ſuffer d from the Foundation of the World, But now once in the end of 
the World, hath he appear d to put away ſin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 
And as it is appointed te Men once to die, but after this the 7udgment ; 
fo Chriſt was once offer d to bear the fins of many (r). And again: That (1) Heb.9.25, 
after Chriſt had offer'd one Sacrifice for ever , he ſate down on the right 26427228. 
hand of God, And that by one Offering, he hath perfefted for ever them 
that are ſantified ( 5), And whereas the Apoſtle argues the per- (5) Þ-10- 
feftion of Chriſt's Sacritice, above thoſe of the Law, becauſe ** © 
thoſe were offer'd year by year, but the Sacrifice of Chriſt's Body 
was offer'd once for all; It Chriſt be daily ſacrific'd in the Maſs, 


the Sacrifice of Chriſt muſt be og: more defective, than _ 
ſe 


[42 ] 
of the Law : for one Sacrifice of Expiation for the whole Con- 
gregation of 1/rac/, was thought ſufhcient for the whole year 3 
Whereas the Sacrifice of Chriſt's Body is repeated every day : 
Yea, for one {ingle Perſon he may be facriticed a thouſand times 
over, and this Sacrifice ſo often repeated, and a thouſand times 
more, may perhaps be of (o little Virtue, as not to procure the re- 
leaſe of that one poor Soul out of Purgatory. : 

Conttder further, that this is inconftiſtent with the end they 
align of Sacrifice, which is to teſtifie our ſubjection to God z; 
which cannot be done by offering up God himſelf in Sacrifice 3 
for what we offer in Sacrifice, we are not ſubject to, but have the 
diſpoſal of, and dominion over it. 

Beſides all this, tis a piece of Worſhip more abſurd and impious, 
than was ever practisd by the moſt barbarous Heathen ; they 
indeed ſometimes offer'd their Sons and Daughters in Sacrifice, 
but we never read that they were ſo fſottiſh, as to make a Sacri- 
fice of their God. And therefore our Church hath deſervedly 

. condemn'd the Sacrifices of Mafles, as blaſphemous Fables, and 
(2 fr way ti] dangerous IDeceits ( a). 

gy | 21. ( 3.) The ſolitary Maſs, in which the Prieſt alone, who Conſe- 
: crates, Communicates, can no way be reconciled, either with the 
Doctrine and Inſtitution of Chriſt, who when he had broken the 
Bread, gave it to his Diſciples, and ſaid, Take ye, Eat ze ; and com- 
wanded his Diſciples to do as he had done : Or, with the words of 
S. Paul to the Corinthians, who ſuppoſes them to meer together to 
eat the Lord's Body, and commands them to ſtay one for ano- 
b) 1Cor. 11. cher (b'. And from this meeting, the Sacrament was call'd by 
”_ the Ancients, Smaxis, the Collection or gathering together of the 

Faithful; as it 1s by us (till calld che Communion. 

Furthermore , is inconſiſtent with the nature and intendment 
ot the Sacrament 5 which is a Feaſt of Love, and defign'd to unite 
us more cloſely together in brotherly Love one to another, by 
repretenting to us, by our eating together at the ſame Table, and 
partaking vf one and the ſame Loaf, that we all belong to one Fa- 

 mily,andare Children of one Father. 

'Tis contrary to the Practice of the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians ; 

L who were wont to aflemble on the firſt day of the week to break 
(CER-207: Bread (c). And that it was unknown tothe Chriſtian Church for 
many Ages, is freely confeſsd by the Romaniſts themſelves : 
Even Be/larmive grants, That we no where expreſly read, _=_ = 
acrifice 
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Sacrifice was offered by the Ancients, without ſome one or more | 
communicating beſides the Prieſt ( 4 ); tho' 'tis true, he ſays, we fr ae 
may, by many conjectures, colle& that it was :. but how weak 7" *t-5: 
his Conjectures are, will be evident to any Man who will be at 

the pains to read them. Harding confeſſes, That in the Primitive 

Church, the People receiv'd every day with the Prieſt; and that 

Private Maſs came in afterward by the negligence and indevotion 

of the People (e). Caſſarder queſtions , whether folicary Mats (e) Article r. 
came not firſt into uſe after the days of Gregory the Grear, ( that Pi 7: 

is more than fix hundred years after Chriſt ) and ſhews, how at 

is firſt riſe, it was difallow'd and condemn'd, not only by parti- 
cular Perſons, but by ſome Councils (f ). 'Tis plain, that it was Cf2 Caſa 
not in uſe in the Church of Rome in ancient Times, and that it can- jj, Gl, wk 
not be reconcil'd with the Roman Othce as it now ſtands, in | 
which the Prieſt prays and gives thanks, not only for himfelf, but 

for the Communicants. And what a mockery is it, tor the Prieſt 

ro ſay, The Lord be with you, lift up your hearts, and let u give Thanks 

ro the Lord God, when he hath not ſo much as one that partakes with 

him? And therefore the Church of Ezg/anud hath, upon good 

grounds, aboliſh'd it, and ordain'd, that there (hall be no Celebra- 

tion of the Lord's-Supper, except there be a convenient number B 
to communicate ( s ). fra 

| ( 4+) Another inſtance of groſs Corruption in Worſhip, is the cg,omwmion, 
half Communion. Thar Chriſt inſtituced and adminiſter'd the | 
Euchariſt under both kinds, and that it was likewiſe fo admini- 

{ter'd by the Primitive Church, I need nor prove, becaule it is 
expreſfly granted by the Council of Corftaxce, which facrilegiouſly 

forbad the Cup to the Lairy. For tho, ſaith the Council, Chrift 

inſtituted aud adminifter d to his Diſciples, this venerable Sacrament un- 

der both kinds of Bread and Wine; and although, in the Primitive Church, 

it was receiv d by the Faithful under both kinds 5 yet notwithſtanding, for 

the avoiding of ſome Dangers and Scandals, this Cuſtom is, upon reaſon- 

able grounds, introduc'd, that it be received by Lay-People under the kind 

of Bread only : And then commands, that no Prieſt ſhall admini- 

ſter it in both kinds to any Lay-Man under pain of Excommunica- | 
tion ( h). (h) Call 

It may be preſum'd, that the Scandals were great, and the Rea- ©"#+5uÞ 158 

-ſons weighty, that mov'd the Council to make a Decree in plain 

defiance to Chriſt's Inſtitution : I ſhall therefore mention them, 


and leave them to the judgment of the Reader. ob» Gerſon, 
Þ 2 who 


(b) Gerſon, 
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who was himfelf preſent at the Council, in a Treatiſe which he 
writ in defence of that Decree, hath told us they were thele, 
1. The danger of ſpilling the Wine, 2, The danger in carryivg it from 
place to place, 3, In defiling the Veſſels ( which ought to be kept as Sacred 
things ) by being touch'd and handled by Lay-men, 4. In the long Bearas 
of the Lay mer. 5, In keeping the conſecrated Wine for the uſe of the 
Sik, becauſe Vinegar may be generated in the Veſſel, and ſo the Blood of 
Chrift wonld ceaſe te be there, and pure Vinegar would be adminiſter d for 
the Blood of Chriſt; (tho' by the way, if the conſecrated Wine be 
tranſubitantiated, it ſeems ſtrange, that it ſhould degenerate into 
Vinegar.) Beſides, in Summer, Flies may be generated, and ſometimes 
't may putrefie and become loathſome, and ſome might loath to arink it, 
becauſe many others had drank of it before. 6. Wine would be chargeable, 
eſpecially in ſmch places where it is ſcarce, There would be, moreover, 
danger of freezing in Winter, and there would be further danger, in 
giving occaſions many ways to the People to believe that which is falſe; 
As that Lay-men, as to the receiving of the Sacrament, are of equal Dignity 
with Prieſts (6), Thele were the frightful Dangers, and horrible 
Scandals, which they ſuppoſed might ariſe from permitting the 
Cup to the Laity. And is it not ſtrange, that ſuch Reafons as 
theſe, ſhould move the Council to depart from Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
tion ? eſpecially when confirm'd with that emphartical command, 
Drink ye all of it (c); and when that command had been inviolably 
oblerv'd, not only by the Primitive, but by the whole Church, 
both Greek and Latin, Eaſtern and Weſtern, for twelve hundred 
years after Chriſt» For Cardinal Foxa grants, That the whole 
Church, both Lay and Clergy, for about one thouſand two hun- 
dred years, received in both kinds, even in the Church of Kome 
it ſelf (a). And Gregory de Valentia ( tho? a Jeſuit ) tells us, That the 
Cuſtom of communicating in one kind, began to be generally re- 
ceivec, even in the Latin Church, not long before the Council of 
Confance (ec), which began in the year 1414. 


e penis 11s nou multo ants tempora Concalii Conſtantienſps;, in quo tandem pro lege ab onns- 


«6:1 i: abendam, dtcritum eſt, Greg. de Valent, de legittmo uſu Eucharilt. c. 10. 


And that this Innovation might be remov'd, and the whole Sa- 
Czalnent adniniſter'd according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, was earneſtly. 
dtred, not only by Proteſtaiits, but by many Popith Princes and 
(Cliurches, as is manifelt by their requeſts to that purpole, made 

TO 


as ] 


to the Pope and the Councit of Trevr, The French Embaſſador 
beſought the Pope, in the name of the King, the Church, and 
Prelates of Fr. *ce, that he would grant the Communion of the 


Cup to the People (f). The Duke of Bavaria, at the Council of (+) Hifiory of 


Trent, demanded, by his Embaſſador, the Adminiſtration of the 
Euchariſt under both kinds; and that not for the Sectaries fake, to 
reduce them; but to retain thoſe who as yet continued in Com- 
munion with them. The Bavarian was ſeconded by the Em- 
perors Embaſſadors, who repreſented to the Council, that nct 
only the Kingdom of Bohemia would never be ſatisfied without che 
Cup; but that there were Catholicks in Hangaria, Anſtria, Mo- 
ravia, Sileſia, Carinthia, Carnicla, Stiria, Bavariz, Suezia, and Other 
parts of Germany, who defired the Cup with great Zeal; that 
therefore his Majeſty demanded it, not for che Herericks, but tor the 
Catholicks only + g ). 

Tho' theſe already mentioned are Corruptions , which loudly 
called for a Reformation; yer behold greater Abomunations than 
thele ; AS, 

(5.) The giving Divine Worthip to the confecrated Bread in 
the Euchariſt. This the Church of Exg/and hath declared to be 
abominable Idolatry ( ). 
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and Wine remain ſil] in cheir very natura! Subſtances, and cherefore may nct Þe adored; tor that 


were [dolatry to be abhor'd of all faichful Chriſtians, Ruorich 2ftty rhe Communion, 


And that it can be nolets, is granted by many learned Men ot 
the Church of Rome, in caſe the Bread ang Wine, after Contecra- 
cron, be not really changed into the natural body and Blood of 
Chriſt, but remain the very fame tor tubſtance, that they were 
before. And that there is no fubitancial Change wrought in them, 
we 'are fully aflured by Senfe, by Reaſon, by Scripture, and by 
the Authority of the ancient Church; and if thete are noc tut- 
cient Grounds of atlurance, we cgu be afluzed of nothing; but for 
ought we know, even we our felvyes, and all that is inthe YVorld, 
may be nothing but Phantaim and Deluſion. 

But (uppole, that upon due Conſecration of the Elements, {ach 
an incredible. Change were wrought; yet no Man caa be ture that 
it is indeed wrought, and by conſequence that be is not guilty of 
foul Idolatry. The reaſon is evident, becauſe upon the Principles 
of the Clurch of Rme, the Conſecration depends upon tuch a 
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number of Uncertainties, that no Man can ever be certain that it 
15 duly made. For if he be not a true Prieſt that Conſectates; 
if he do not pronounce the words of Conſecration, and pronounce 
chem aright; if he do not intend to conſecrate, but to abuſe rhe 
People, then no Conſecration follows, and conſequently no ſub- 
ſtantial change is effedted. And if the Rowan Doctrine be true, 
15 it poſſible for the People, or for the Prieſt himſelf to know, 
that he is a true Prieſt > For no man can be ſo,who is not baptiz'dby 
a Prieſt, whoſe intention was right in baptizing him; and ordained 
by a Biſhop who intended to do what the Church does : And who 
can tel], whether the Prieſt that baptiz'd him, or the Biſhop tha: 
ordain'd him, had a right Intention > And can any Maa tell, be- 
{ides the Prieſt himſelf that conſecrates, whether he pronounces 
the words of Conſecration, or pronounces them as he ought, when 
the words are utter'd with ſo low a voice, that nonecan hear what 
he ſays? And none certainly but himſelf, and the Searcher ef 
Hearts can tell, whether the- Prieſt, when he pretends to Conſe- 
crate, may not intend to mock the People. Now in thele caſes no 
Conſlecration follows, but the Bread remains Bread ſtill, and a Wa- 
ter only is worſhip'd inſtead of Chriſt. wh 

And if any ſay, theſe caſes are rare, let a Biſhop of the Church 
of Rome anſwer (5). Would to God (ſays he) they were ſo, and that 
in this corrupt Age, we had not cauſe to aoubt they were many, But ſuppoſe 
they are very few, or but only one : Let there be a knave Prieſt who feigneth, 
and hath not an intention to adminiſter the true Baptiſm toa Child, who 
after being a grown Man, is created Biſhop of a great City, and liveth 
many years in that charge, ſo that he hath ordained a great part of the 
Prieſts : it muſs be ſaid, that he being not haptiz'd, is not ordain'd, nor 
they oraained who are promoted by him. Sa that in that great City, there 
will be neither EnchariſÞ , ner Confeſſion, becauſe they cannot be without 
the Sacrament of 'order, mov erder without 4 true Biſhop, neither can he re- 
ceive order who 1s not baptized, Behold millions of Nullities of Sacra- 
ments, by the malice of «ne Miniſter, in one At ouly, So many uncer- 
tainties does Conſecration depend upon in the Church of Rome, 
that it may ſeem highly probable, that not one Sacrament in an 
hundred is duly conſecrated, and by conſequence, not one Perſon 
in an hundred that worſhips the Hoſt, but in ſo doing, according 
to their own Doctrine, he gives that worſhip to Bread, that is due 
fo God only. | 
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- Tr will not ſave them harmleſs, nor ſo much as excuſe them, 
ro ſay that they verily believe it not to be Bread, but the very 
Son of God; {ince 1if they do fo, their miſtake muſt be groily 
wilful 3 there being no ſuch exa&t likeneſs between Chriſt and a 
bit of Bread, that any Man can miſtake the one for the other, who 
is not reſolved ſo to do. | 
(6.) To make a Picture of God, is forbidden by God himſelf 
in the Holy Scripture. Take ye therefore geod heed to year ſelves, 
ſaith God to the Fews, ( for ye ſaw no manner of ſimilitude in the day 
the Lord ſpake to you in Horeb, out of the midſt of the fire ) leſt ye cor- 
rupt your ſelves, and make you a graven Image, $&C. (a). (a) Devr. 4. 
*Tis repugnant to the very nature of God, who is a Spirit, 75» 3<+ 
and can no more be repreſented by a bodily ſhape, than a 
Thought can. Ir is an intolerable reproach to, and infinitely dero- 
gates from his peerleſs perfe&tions. It was judged an abſurd and a 
wicked thing, by the ancient Chriſtians, as Caſſarder confelles, and 
quotes S. Axgsftin for the proof of it (5). Wwe believe, faith that Fa- (Þ.)Caſard. 
ther, ſpeaking of Chriſt, har he firs at the right Hand of God the Fa. COT 2te- 
ther , and yet it is net to be thought, that God the Father is circumſcribea 
by a humane ſhape, that thoſe that think of him ſhonld conceive, that he 
hath either a right-fiae or a left ; or for that the Father is ſaid to ſit, ts it 
ro be ſuppoſed, that it 13 dene with bended Knees, left we fall into that $a- 
crilege, for which the Apoſtle abhors rhoſe, who changed the Glory of the 
mncorruptible God, into the likeneſs of corruptible Man. For ſuch an Image 
of God it is unlawful for a Chriſtian to place in the Temple, mnch more 
deteſtable, to place it in his Heart (c), Which words plainly ſhew, (c) 442. a: 
what the Judgment of Chriſtians in this matter was, four hundred 4 & 0 
Years after Chriſt. I Ig 
It was condemned by the wiſer ſort of Heathens, as a thing al- 
together unſuitable to the Divine Nature. Yea, that very Coun- 
cil which decreed that the Image of Chriſt, and the Saints ſhould 
be worthipped, thought it not only unlawful, but abſurd and im- 
poſſible ro make an Image of that Being which is Spiricual, Invi- 
{ible and Imcomprettenſtble (d). And Dxra»ax:, one of their learned (4) Corcile ni - 
=o ſays; It is a fooliſh thing ro make Images to reprefenr py Fer 
od (e), go NR 
And yet the practice of the Church of Ame, not only now, Per 
but many Years before the Reformation, was to picture God the /tantinun &> 
Facher, and the adorable Trinity ; and fo generally hath this pra- 7% _.. 
&tice obtained, that. Be/larmine. makes that an. Argument to prove . FM 
the 
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(f) BeZ.de the lawfulneſs of ic (f\. For now, faith he, /ach kind of Images are 
Imagine 22:09. Almoft every where received, and it is not credible , That the Church 
world nniverſally tolerate that which is unlawful. He ſays they are 
almoſt every where received, and that the Church did #niver/ally to- 
lerate them ; bur in that he ſays, they are »ow received, he plainly 
grants, that they were ancient]y rejected. 
(7.) Another groſs Corruption inthe Worſhip of Reme, which 
rendred the Reformation neceſſary, was the Worſhip of Images. 
This alſo the Church of Eng/and hath condemned as Idolatrous, 
Cs) Homily 40d pon it to be fo, by the Authority of God's Holy Word, 
zgainſt the and by the Teſtimonies of the ancient Fathers © a). : 
peril of Ido- TI {hall not mention the many _— in which God prohi- 
larry. bits, and exprefles his abhorrency of this ſort of Worſhip, and 
dreadfully threatens thoſe who practiſe it ; for that would be co 
cranſcribe a great part of the Bible, Whoſoever can reconcile it 
with the ſecond Commandment, he need not doubt, but he may 
make Perjury, and Murther, and Theft, and falſe Witneſling to 
become Vertues: Which is indeed no more than the Church of 
Nome does: For to break Faith; with Hereticks, to rob and falſe- 
ly accuſe them, yea and to murther them too, are in their Divi- 
nity great Virtues and neceſlary Duties. 
So far were the Primitive Chriſtians from worſhipping of Ima- 
ges, that many of the moſt learned of them, thought it was a itn 
{0 much as to make them; and others who did not ſcruple the ma- 
king them, yet thought it unlawful co have them in Churches, 
though for no other uſe than Ornament: And when ſome in the 
fourth Century, thought they might be permitted in Churches, 
they notwithſtanding abhorred the thoughts of giving any manner 
| of Worſhip to them: All which are fo fully proved by learned 
(b) Biſhop | Men of our own Church ( 5 \, that I forbear to inſiſt upon them: 
be. ” Though it is a matter that needs not proof, becauſe it is confeſſed 
6/02. by Caſſanaer, That the ancient Chriſtians had a great abhorrency for 
(c) Caſſand. all Veneration of Images (c ). 
Conſult. Art.21- Tr js certain the Pope himſelf was an enemy to Image-Worſhip 
for ſix hundred Years after Chriſt ; for Goo? the Grear, to a 
certain Recluſe, who deſired the Image of Chriſt, exprefly an- 
ſwered, That Images were not to be worſhipped. And in his 
Epiſtle ro Serexzws Biſhop of Marſeilles, though he blame him 
for breaking the Images in pieces, yet he praiſes him, for that 
he would not ſuffer them to be worſhip'd; he thought they _ 
e 
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be of uſe for the inſtruRion of. the Ignorant, but would not en- 
dure that they ſhould be adored. For it is one thing, faith he, to 
adore a Picture, another thing to learn by the Hiſtory of the 
Picture, what is to be adored; If any Man will make Images, 
= forbid him but by all means avoid the worſhipping of 
them (e). 


But after that they were once brought into Churches, Men * 


came by little -and lictle ro worſhip them; till at length it was 
eſtabliſhed for a Law in the ſecond Council of Nice, that they 
were to be ſer up in Churches, to the end that they might be 
worſhipped ; and that with true and proper Worſhip; and all thoſe 
were anathemized who durſt ſay the contrary ; which Decree was 
confirmed by the fourth Council at Con/tanrinople, and afterwards by 
the Council of Trerr, 

And though the Worſhip decreed by that Council, was of an 
inferior nature, yet in proceſs of time, it was advanced by the 
Church of Rome to that ſupreme Worſhip which is proper to 
God himſelf. For before LZather's time the approved Dodtrine of 
that Church was, That the very ſame Worſhip was to be given 
to the Image, that was to be given to the Perſon repreſented by 
itz and therefore to the Images of God and of Chriſt , the 
Worſhip of Latriz, that is, That Worſhip which belongs to God 
over ak bleſſed for ever. And {uch as their Dodrine was, ſuch was 
their Practice; inſomuch that Caſſander complains, That their or- 
ſhip of Images, and their vanity in making and adorning them, was nothing 


inferior to that of the Heathens ( f \, We may add, If there wasany (f )Corſuz. 


difference between Heathen and Chriſtian Rowe, it ſeems to be this; 
chat the latter hath outdone the former, in this piece of Idolatry. 
Add to this, 

(8.) Their ſolemn Prayers to Saints departed, and that not to in- 
tercede for them, but to beſtow upon them thoſe Temporal and 
Spiritual Blefſings they ſtand in need of; which was the practice 
of the Church of Rome, and made a part both of their private and 
publick Devotions, long before the Reformation. 

Now were it ſo good and profitable to invoke the Saints, as 
the Council of Trexr teaches; it is ſtrange that ſo great a Lover of 
Mankind as S. Pas!, whea he ſo frequently commands us to pray, 
and hath left ſo many dire&ions concerning Prayer, ſhould whol- 
ly forget to teach us this Leſſon. Can it be ſuppoſed a Worſhip 
lo pleafing to God, when God hath _ given us the leaſt intima- 

tion 
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tion in his Word' that it is ſo ? For that it hath no foundation in 
Scripture,. we may be aſſured, when ſo great a Man of the Church 
of Rome, as Cardinal Ferrer acknowledges that neither Precept 
nor Example, is there to be found for it 3 and when other learned 
Doctors of that Church, not only confeſs the ſame, buralſogive us 
ſeveral Reaſons, why no-mention is. made of iteither in the 0/4 or 
New Teffament. 

 Butthis is not all. There is not only nothing in Scripture for 
:t, but much againſt it : For we are there frequently taught, to of- 
fer up our Prayers to God alone; through that eve Mediator between 
God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 

And had the Fathers been of opinion,. that Saints might be in- 
voked z could they have thought the Invocation of Chriſt, a 
good Argument to prove his Divinity ? Would they have ac- 
cuſed the 4riavs of Idolatry for worthipping him, becauſe the 
{uppoſed him to be no more than a Creature? Could they be fo 
{ottiſh as to deride Heathens. for hos. dead Men, had they 
themſelves worſhipped ſuch > And would not the Heathens have 
retorted their Sarcaſts > When Heathens and fews both , fo 
often teproached the Chriſtians, for worſhipping one that was: 
crucified; had they worſhipped not only him, but his Apoſtles and 
Diſciples too, would they not much more have reproached them 
for that? But what need of — to prove it, when the Ea- 
_ _m—_ plainly tell us. that they made their Prayers to God 
alone (5)? 

*Tis unreafonable to ſay, that the Fathers ſpeak of ſupreme Wor- 
ſhip only which the Romaniſts themſelves reſerve to God, while 


they allow an inferior Worſhip-to others : Becauſe they were not 
aware of any ſuch difference of Worſhip. All religious Worthip,. 


was in their account, ſuch as was due to God alone. The diſtin&i- 
ons of Worſhip into ſupreme and ſubordinate, abſolute and rela- 
tive, terminative and tranſient, as they have no foundation in Scri- 
pture, ſo the Chriſtians of the firſt Ages were ignorant of, rhey. 
having no ſuch different obje&s of Religious Worſhip, to which 
theſe different Degrees were to be ſuited. 
And forafrauch as the Romaniſts themfelves, make Sacrifice 
roper to God 3 it ſeems very abſurd to make Prayer common to 
im with others. For Sacritices were not only accompanied with 
vocal Prayers and- Thankſgivingsz but were themſelves real 
Prayers and Praiſes3- they being facred Rites by which they offered 
up. 
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up their Petitions and Thanks to God, as their very names Euctical 
2nd Euchariſtical teach us. And when Prayer and Sacrifice are 
conſidered apart, and compared the one with the other, God (ers 
the higher value upon Prayer, and detires that rather than Sacri- 
fice(c). If therefore, Sacrifice be a Worthip peculiar to God, it 
follows 4 fortiori, that Prayer muſt be ſo roo: _ 

As will be further evident from the very nature of the thing 3 
becauſe Prayer is an acknowledgment of thoſe Excellencies in the 
Perſon pray'd to, and a payment of thoſe Duties co him, which 
are the ſole Prerogative of God. For what are the incommunica- 
ble Perfeions of God himſelf? If not to be preſent in all places, 
to know the Secrets of our Hearts, and to be able to ſupply the 
wants of all choſe that call upon him? And all chefe muſt be ſup- 

ſed to be in him, to whom Prayers are addreſſed by all Perſons, 
rom all diſtant places of the World. And what Homage can be 
more proper to him, who is infinite Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 
ne, than to ſubmit our ſelves to him ? To hope and truſt in him, 
and <o caſt all our care upon him ? And all theſe Duties we pay 
to that Being, to whom we make our Prayers. And therefore 
the Church of Exglaxd had great reaſon to charge them with Ido- 
latry, who put up their Prayers to Saints 3 becauſe, in (o doing, 
_ ive that Worſhip to the Creature, which is due to God 
alone (4). 

* (s.) I might largely inſiſt upon the Worſhip which the Church 
of Reme gives to the Reliques of Saints, which is more abſurd, 
than that which they give to the Saints themſelves. 

By their Reliques, they underſtand not only their dead Bodies, 
and all che parts of them { their Nails and Hair not excepted ) bur 
all thoſe chings that any way appertained to them: Yea, what- 
ſoever they touched, and whatſoever touched them, by virtue of 
that Touch, it becomes Sacred. Upon which acceunt, nothings 
are in greater Honour with them, than thoſe by which our 
Biefſed Lord was puc to ſhame. The Thorns that gored him, the 
Nails that pierced him, the Croſs he was nailed to, becauſe they 
touched his Sacred Body, Divine Honour muſt be given to 
them, as the great Oracle of their Church hath determined 
(and by conſequence to the ude that betray'd him ). Tho' 
with this difference, that not only to the true Croſs, on which 
our Saviour hung; but to-the Image of it Divine Worſhip is 
© be paid; but not I of the Nails and SPE 
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-but only to thoſe very Nails, and that very Spear that pierced 
(z) Crax Chri- him (a). _” 
tz, in qua Chris . 4 by | 
fius cruafixus ft, tum propter repreſent ationem, tun etiam propter membrorum Chriſti contaffum Latria 
agorands oft : Crucis wero effigits in. alia quavis materia, priori tantum ratione Latria adaranda eſt. 


Quantum ad rationem contatius membroram Chriſti, adoramus non ſolum Crucem, ſed omnia que ſunt 
Chrifti, Aquin, pars 3. quzſt. 25. Art, 4 


And which is yet more monſtrous 5 thot 'tis certain, that theſe 
pretended Reliques, if not all, yet are moſt of -them counterfeit, 
{ unleſs that which is but one, can be a multitude Y becauſe the 
{ame is pretended to be ſhewed- in 'many places yet the ſame 
worſhip is given -to the falſe, that is given to the'true Reliques; 
and fo the: Body of a Malefactor, is ſometimes worſhipped, for 
that of a Saint; and the Bones of a Beaſt, for thoſe of a Martyr. 
But ſuppoſe they are true, are they not goodly objects of Wor- 
thip* Garlick and Onions ( the Eyyptians Deities ) may juſtly be 
accounted Gods right worſhipfal, when compared with Thorns, 
and Nails and Chips, and -many' other of the Romiſ> Gods. So 
ridiculous are the Follies and Impieties, that are often practiſed in 
this Relique-worthip, that nothing equal was ever founa among the 
moſt (ottiſh Heathen. | | Cs”; 

I thall therefore ſpare-the/pains of ſheiving'that- it-is/ cordemn'd 

_ by Scripture, by Realon, and that nothing like it was practiſed by 
the Primitive Chriſtians,” for' more[than three hundred yearsz\ and 
thall only tell you what cenſure, a kearned and famous Man of 

their own Church hath paſled upon this fort of worſhip. 7 is, 

nifeſt ( ſaith he ) that in later times, too much hath bein attributed to ine 
Memories and Reliques of Saints, ſo that even by ſuch good Men as have 
-4 pious Zeal, the Sumim as it wore of ' Religion, is' thought totwfoſt in geitivng 
of | Reliques, - and aderning-"theni: with Gold: and' Jewels, "'and' in nilains 
ſumptnotis Temples hand Memories for the Martyrs ; and alſo 'by wicked 
"Men, a falſe truft is placed in the needleſs worſhip of Reliques —— And 
out of covetouſneſs (ſaith he) falſe Reliques are forg d, and feigned Mi- 
racles are publiſhed, by which Miracles, the Superſtition of the People” 
Pnriſhed, that ' they are rather tranſported into-admiration of the- Mfr 4 
cles, thay: provoked to 1he'umltation of \ the 'Saints, or the-amendment of Life. 
Bat ſometimes by-the Craft and Illuſion of the Devil, abuſing Mens ſuper- 
Pitions Conceits by Dreams and'Þiſions, new Roliques were revealed,” and 
by tis operation Miracles ſtemed-to be'wronght -—— Alſo very many are 
found, who'mahe tercbandize of the: Reliques' of Saints, whether truc or 
" k5 IF-; falſe; 
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falſe; fo that almoſt every where, they are carried about by Pealers and 


the wvileſt of Men, and with many Lyes are recommended to the ignorant 
Vuloar. But ſince at this dar, "when every where all places ſeem to be 
fall of the Reliques of Saints 3, it is to be feared, that if Biſhops and Princes 


would take. that pains which” they onght, in ſearching 'out and judging of 


true Reliques, great and deteſtable Cheats would be diſcovered And after 
ſome other things of the like import, he concludes : Since therefore 
the true aud known Reliques of the Saints, eſpecially in theſe Provinces, 
are very few, and many of thoſe which are fhown, may be juſtly Juſtefted 
and fince the frequenting and Veneration of them, does wet ſerve Piety 
much, but very much ſerves Superſtition and ' Gain; it ſeems much more 
adviſeable, that no Reliques ſheuld be ſhewn; and that the People fhould be 


provoked to worſhip the true Reliques of the Saints; that is, to-imitate the 
Examples of their Piety and Virtues, which are extant either in their own 
Writings, or in the Writings of others conterning them (a; Tocon- 
clude this Head, we revetence the Memories of the: Saints, eſpe: 
cially of the ancient” Martyrs; and ſhould-we meet with any. un- 
queltionable Remains of their Bodies, we ſhould pay 'mote than 
ordinary reſpec to them'-'We bleſs Got? for their 'exethplary 
Lives and triumphant Deaths; but we dare not worſhip them, and 
take them our Gods. I proceed now to the next general Head 
of Corruptions.'. . ed Re | 
©3: Corruption of : Mannets, which at'the time of the- Reforma» 


(a) Conſult. 


Caſfard, Art. 
20, Pe 97 Zo! 


tion, and' long before,” was grown to-that"exceſs, that-rhe"grexat "© 


Men of 'the Churchiof Rome before cited, who'called fot a Refor- 
mation; thonght it no pog oe neceſfary in regard to Manners. . And 
ſome of them.-did not ſtick to publiſh tro the World, that either 


proacht 
rals.* -"I his ie f 
Signs'of: the Ruine of 
Cardinal of Cambray, in the Preface to his Book. of- the Reforma- 


b; uniel prevented by: 2-ycedy Reforinarion in her Mor 
. 'Ge 


is was the mail engo of Gerfori's Freatiſe concerning the 
e 


tron-of the Church, T hat alths' they are great. Evils which we ſee, yet- 


anleſs the Church be ſpeedily reformed, we ſhall in a ſhort time ſee in- 


the wy of the Church; or fome-diſmal -Plagues were near ap- . 
k 


Church.”- And Fam bold to ſay; fays the | 


comparably greater-s * after thoſe horrid: thunders we have already heard, we © 


ſhall preſently hear athers that are more horrible. And the Sufffagan 
Biſhop of $a/zz4«rg, having deſcribed the Vices of the Ramav Court, 
he' concludes "Tis, wehemently to - be preſumed, and cautionſly'to be 
feared, that the” Rxine of the Latin Chmrch, as to its Eccleſiaſtical Dignity 

Nor 


z near (b), 


(b) Ons Ec- 


Clefie,C. 19. 
fol. 36. 
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'Ner ſhall we think it ſtrange that conſidering Men apprehended 
ſuch dreadful Evils were approaching, if we conſider that this de- 
.plorable corruption of manners was, 
(1, ) Univerſal, inall ſlates and: Degrees of Men. 
(2 ) And more eſpecially in the Clergy. ; 
( 3.) And moſt eſpecially in the Pope and Cardinals. _ 
(1.) There was a general corruption of manners, both in the 
Civil aad Eccleſiaſtical Stare. The Cardinal but now mention'd, 
having recited the ſad complaints S. Bernard made of the corrupt 
State of the Church in his time, he further adds: If theſe things were 
' ſpoken by bleſſed Bernard, they may new mach more be ſaid; becauſe 
Jnce his time, the Church hath proceeded from bad to warſe ; and in the 
whole State as welt Spiritual as Secular, Vertne being abandon'd, it hath 
{(c)F x4 ad fallen into the ſhame and filthineſs of Vice ( c ). d ſuppoſing all 
' fucina. oj, ates and Orders to be corrupted , he afterwards proceeds to 
203. ſhew, what he thought were the beſt Expedients, both for the Re- 
formation of the Church in general, ang of the Head and the ſe- 
veral ſubordinate Members in particular. Nicolas de Clemanges 


tells us, That wicked Perſons did ſo much abound in all profeſſions of © 


Hen, that ſcarce one among a thouſand was to be found, whe aid frucerely 
live anſwerable to their Profeſſions and if there was any one that was ho- 
neſt, chaſt and frugal, and did not follow this lewd kind of life, be was made 
a laughing-fock to others , and was preſently call d, either an inſolent and 
(d) Sidi frguler Madman, er an Hypocrite (d), The deſcri tion of the cor- 
£4 eſtimprobe- "upe manners, of all orders of Men, both in Charch and Scare, 


pork om which we find in the Book before-cited (e), is fo black and tragi- 


exuberantia, ut Cal, that It can turdly he read without horrour: and that Book 
vix inter mille yas publiſh'd about the beginning of the Reformation, And oe 
= id god Cardinal of Lorrain forty years after, in bis Specch to the Counci 
{2 Prefefſo ex- Of Trent, attributes all the diſmal calamities which had befallen 
"it, ſnceriter the Kingdom of Fraxce, to corruption of Manners, as one principal 
faciat. Quin- cauſe of them ' 7). 

etiam fi fmplex 

aliqus, fi cafins & frugalie in Colltgio aliquo vil conventu latay & lubricam perditorum vitam non ſite- 
tur, fabula ridicula ceteris efficitur, inſolenſqut & ſingalaris inſanus aut bypocrita continuo appel{atuy, 
8c. Nic. de Clemang. de corrupto Stata Eccleſ. c. 25, (© ) Ons Ecclepe, (Ft) Hill, of the 
Gounc, of Trent, I. 7 


(z.) And no wonder that all fleſh had corrupted their ways,when 
the lives of the Clergy, which ſhould have been che Salt of the 


World, were themſclves more corrupt and unſavory, than _ 
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_ of theTaity. Cardinal J»#ar in his Epiſtle to Pope Eugenim IV. 


tells him, That the People were above meaſure incensd againſt the Ec- 
clefiaſtical State, by the diſſolnte lives of the Clergy, for which, ſaith he, 
tis greatly to be fear d, unleſs they mend. their Manners, leſt the Lay- 
men, after the example of the Huſſtes, fall foul wpon the whole Clergy. 
And in trath this deformity adminifters great boldneſs to the Bohemians, 
and gives 4 fair colowr to their Errors, who eſpecially. 
inveigh againſt the filthineſs of the Clergy (g). The _ (8) Incitabat me huc wenive de-- 
German Bithop before quoted, in the words of aha & —_ Cleri a 
Catharine of Sienna , gives this character of the Poon ens: jo _ 


common Clergy, at the beginning of the Refor- j2ficun ,. propeer quod walde ti- 
mation : The Modern and nnhappy Clergy additt them- — eff, uf oe emendent,” ne 
. 2 . ; - SS Ma s more- Huſſitarum, vn totim- 
ſelves to temporal things, being deſtitute of Divine light 3 bran bien te, cs 2 
they love themſelves, negleFt the love of God, and their Gi general. 1. 
| . 'L 3.C. 2.P.322,. 
Neighbour; they are worſe than worldly Men, whom they 322, 
deftroy together with themſelves. They are adadifted to 
Pleaſures and infamens Prattices, and negletft the Salvation of the Souls of 
Chriſt's faithful People, By the Foes of ſuch wicked Clergy-men,the Seculars 
come tobe diſobedient and irreverent towards the Church; they are: ſeduced. 
by blina-Gnides, who, Oh ſhame ! are ignorant Idiots, Prond, Covetons, 
Hypocrites, Simoniacal, Luxurious, Envious, ſlow to good Works, prone to- 
Evil, &C. Where at this day can be found that Comtinence in Geſture, . 
Diet, Apparel, and Laughter, that becomes the Clergy ? At Banquets, Ta- 
wverns , Plays and Theatres, they are more frequently found , than in: 
places dedicated to God, How hugely pernicious to the Univerſal Charch, . 
the Scurrility, Ignorance, Fernication, Simony, and other crimes are, with | 
which almoſt the whole Clergy is infefed, there is no Man doxbts (a). (a) Onus Et-- 
Much more may be found of the like import in the following pare a - 
of the Chapter. And Nicolas de Clemangis, who was himſelt an 
Arch-Deacon in the Church of Rewe, repreſents the Clergy of that 
Church, as the dregs and ſcum of mankind, .as perſons who for 
the generality abandon'd themſelves to the moſt loathſome vices, (43 7.» i#u, 
as may be ſeen nthe Margin (5). ebers quale 
fr, nod plete 
riſque in Dieteſibus, Reflores Parochiarum ix certo & condatio cum ſuis Prelatis pretio, vain lice q 
Concabinas tenet ? De corruptoStatu Ecclefiz. c. 15. W 
Si quis hodie defidiolvs eſt, fi quis a labore abborrens, fs quis in otio luxuriari volens, ad ſacerdotinom 
com olat, quo adepto, ftatim ſe ceteris ſacerdotibus voluptatum ſeftatoribus adjungit, qui. magis ſecundum 
Epicuum-quam Chriftum 11ventes, &- cauponulas ſedulo frequentantes, potando, commeſſando, pranſitando, 
convivando, cum teſſeris & pila ludendo, tempora tota conjumunt.” Crayulati vero & inebriati pugnant, 
clamant, twmultuantur, nomen Dei & ſandtorim ſuorum pollutiſſimis latiis execrantur, ficque tandem compo- 
fti ex meritricun ſuarum amplexibus, ad Divinum Altare vemunt, C. 16. 
Nor. 


% 


Onnus Eccleſie, 
Cf. 20, Is Zo 


S. 5. 
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-Nor were the inferiour; Clergy alone, chargeable with theſe. 
foul immoralities 3 but rhe Prelates were as bad, or worſe than 
the Curates. The Biſhops ( ſays the fore-mention'd Author ) ſerve 
their own Tables inſtead of the Altar; they are unwiſe in Divine things, 
while they love the wiſaom of the World 5 they are more employ d in the 
Offices of the Exchequer, than in the Works of Chriſt 3 they adorn their 
Dudies with Gold, they defile their Sonls with Impurity ; they account it 
a ſhame to emplry themſelves *in ſpiritual matters, and: their Glory is to 
rmedale with theſe things that are ſcarrilous, Hence 'tis ſaid by Catharine 
of Siennas they as en that are blinaed, reckon that to be their Honoar, 
that ts truly their ſhame : contrary to the Canons, they keep abont themſelves, 
Pimps, Bawas, Flatterers, Buffeons, ſuch as give themſelves wholly to 
Vanity, inſtead of Men that are Learned, and of good report, And a 
little after : The Biſhops negleft due Hoſpitality, by neglefing the Poor of 
Chriſt, by making themſelves fat , by feeding Dogs and other Beaſts. 
and ſo one Beaſt feeds another 5, as if. they choſe to be of the number of 
thoſe, againſt whom the Lerd wil! proneunce that juſt ſentence, .] was 
poor and ye received me not, therefore depart from me ye curſed in- 
ro everlaſting fire. There are few Biſhops who are nut covetous, they take 
by violence other Mens Goods, aud waſtfully ſpend the Goods of the Church ; 
they beſtow the revenues of the Church, not to pious uſes, but upon their own 
Kinared, upon Stage-players, Flatterers, Huntſmen, Whores, and ſuch like 
Perſons; they rather make proviſcon for the wickedneſs of Men, than for the 
»eceſſities of Nature, &C. | | | : 

This was the complaint of a Popiſh Biſhop 1n the year 1519. 
And that the matter was not much mended with the Roni Clergy 
more than forty years after, appears by the Speech of the D#ke of 
Bavaria's Embaſladour to the Council of Trezt 3 in which he tells 
the Council, that the cauſe of the evils that were riſen among them, 
was the bad life of che Clergy, whoſe wickedne(s was ſo great, 
that he could not relace it, without . offending the chaſtears of the 


(s) Hiſtory of Auditory ( 4 ). 


the Council of 
Trent. 1. 6. 


P. <270 


Tho' « may ſeem ſtrange that the Clergy, who by their very 
Calling are oblig'd to exemplary Purity and Holineſs, ſhould be 
o monſtrouſly vicious, yet the wonder will bethe leſs, if wecon- 
ider, = be 

(3.) That the vicious lives of the Popes and Cardinals were 
indeed the main fource of that deluge of wickedneſs, in which the 
inferiour Clergy was immerſed. We can deſire no better proof 
of this than the Confeſſion of Pope Adrian VI. in his inſtructions 
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to-his Lepate for the Diet at Nuremberg in the year 1522. Thou 
ſhalt promiſe, ſaith he, that we will uſe our utmoſt endeavours, firſt that 
this Court may be reform'd, from whence perhaps all this evil hath pro= 


ceeded ;, that as from thence the corruption flow d to all inferiours, ſo from 


thing extorted from him. 


. . \ 01 
thence the health and reformation of all may proceed (b). -This wasarare Cn = Tn 


confeſſion from a Pope, but no more than what the neceflity of the j;qury 5: rhe 


Counc'l of 


For the Cardinals were by degrees arriv'd to ſuch an excels of 7!, 1. r. 


Richer, Hiſt. 


Pride and Luxury, as was odious and intolerable to all bur them- [tle 2000, 


ſelves, and thoſe whoſe vices were ſupported by them. /f a 47 | 
would make an Image of Pride ( ſays Clemangis, ) hk? can no way ao it mare p, 125. 


to the life, than by repreſenting a Carainal to the Eyes of 
the Beholders (c), They trampled upon Bithops 
who were their Betters, nor would they vouchſate 
ſo much as to ſalute them, when they fel] proitrate 
upon the ground to worthip them; which is more 
than any King ever aſſumed (4) One of them- 
ſelves { more modeſt than the reſt) when he re- 
turaed home laden with the Spoils of Germany, 
being asked in Confiſtory , what the Barbarians 
( {o they called the Germans) thought of Rome, which 
was. ſo kind as to {end them thole choice Wares 
of Indulgences , anſwered; That the whe/e 17orld 
complained of the Pride and Luxury of the Carai- 
nals (e), And can any Man think there was not 
juſt cauſe for this complaint, who will but con- 
{1der, what vaſt Revenues were ſpent upon their 
Luſts? For not two or three, or ten or twenty Benejices 
would ſuffice but a hundred or two hanared, yea ſome- 
times four or five hunared or more, were aſurp d by one 
Cardinal; and thoſe not of the poorer ſort, but the fatteſÞ 


« Park 2, 


(c) fan too Enmainiiium. 
qui Pape aiſitent ſpiilt's, ver 4 
tunentia, geſts tam 1holentes, ut 
fe artifrx quilTae wellet juperiie. 
fim::l zchrum tfrrigoe, nll cos 
gruentius ratiane i1 faceve poſſct, 
gum Cardinalis effigiem oculss in-- 
tyntizn ojet.ind3 De corrupto 
Staru Ecclel. C. 10. 

(d) Nec pro quremmiue Pre- 
lato iti frono adoranite 09s 11 
terra Poterent aanam 2d capillium, 
ut ſabitarent cam + quad 1:01am 
aliqus Rex aut Princes fecit, ne> 
que nodie perinitievet, Retpontro 
Apologer. G.llicanz Nations «e 
Arna:. non {o!vend.::pud Richer, 
þ, 2:62 

(e) Tit«n ovoem conquert de 
[ix fa 7unue Cardinaltion. FAGIC. 
Rerum experend, ac tugiend, tol, 
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ana-richeſt of all, And well had it been, ſays our Author, fer the 
znferior Clergy, had they been content with that prodigious number, but 11:8 
great miſchief was, that nothing would ſatisfie them, but how great a num» 


ver foever they had, they ftill more vehemently coveted more \ f), 


(f) Non gue 
dell and Tet 

tri, decom vel wiginti; ſed centena & dicentenz, & interd.un uſque ad quadringeita vel quingenta at 2hs 
pit:ts, Nec parva & tenuia, ſed omiiam pingaiſimas & optinia, quious [7 content eſſent, poites ps 
mam lam numeroſam perumtnm eſt, nec ultra quer:yent, profpere cum pauperivis Clericis, gui rect quiaers 6.25 
rum expectant, agerttur : Sed quant:mcunque ad numeremn aut fumrmam ventrint, ad ampigoren {ella ity on 
aindue feftinant, & ardentis feſtinant, De Cor. Staru Ecclel, c. 11. : 


Nor 
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Nor ſhall we think it ſtrange, to hear of ſuch Cardinals, when 
we couſider what manner of Men the Popes themſelves common- 

ly were. We need not look back to foregoing Ages, in which 
(8) Her monty, hes Portents, Fer Own Hiſtorians tell us, they were Afonfters 
Plar. n vita Benedict IV, "and Prodigies(g); Such tragical Examples, and ſo de- 
.,09 nr # mT On” voia of all Prety, as neither to regard the Perſon they ſu- 
rw fexrrihe Semple, quem diva ſtained, nor the place they were in (4) ; that about fifty 
pietatis oblizio eorum mentes iv- Popes together, did ntterly degenerate from the Virtue of 
vepſerit , mt neque perſon.e quam their Anceſtors (s)., But paſſing over theſe, let us 
N "6986684 wh ab his = net only conſider what the Popes were , about the 
bellic. Ennead. 5.1.1, me of the Reformation, when the World was 
(i) Her vero anvinſelix quod NOW grown Weary of the burden of Vice, and 
per annos fere 150. Pontifices cir groand to be delivered from it ; when (if ever ) 
cater qunquagizta a virtute Majo- their worldly Intereſt ingaged them to put on the 
pa _—_— Genevrard. (hew, how much ſoever they abhorred the Reality, 

graph. 1. 4. : - 

of Virtue. 

When after the death of Innocent VIII. Lionel Biſhop of Cea- 
cordia, in an Oration of the Cardinals, prefled them with the moſt 
rowling Arguments, to chuſe a good Man, whole Life was with- 

(a) Raynzld, Out Scandal (a), What was the effect? Alexander VI. was choſen, 

an. 145922 a Man(if he may beſo called ) who was the Reproach of humane 
Nature; who before he was choſen Pope, was a Prodigy of Luſt 
and other Vices; and continued ſo to the laſt, when by the 
juſt Judgment of God, he was poiſoned by a miſtake, in 
drinking that Cup himſelf, which he had prepared to diſpatc 

(b) 20s gemi- Others (b). 


tu Chriſtiano- : R R > FE 
rum, vita prodigioſa & ſpurciſſons geſta Altxand. VI. abmndantius & ita quidem excivit, &c, Richer. 


I. 4. part I. C. 2. S. I. - : ; 
Cum Alcxard, V1. PP. anno 1503. Veneno quod alits paraverat, de improviſe extinfns, Id. S. 3. 


Pixs TI. liv'd not long enough to let the World know what he 
would prove, for he died within fix and twenty days after his Ele- 

Ction. 
?alins Il. who ſucceeded him, his Crimes ( as Lewis XII. King 
Lo aha of France tells us ) were notorious , and ſuch as ſcandalizd the 
Gall. pro Whole Church (c). 'Tis certain, he filled 14 with Rapines, War 
Sat. Con- and Blood 3 to which he was ſo addicted, that contrary to the 
cit. Piſani, Laws of Nations, he commanded the Procurator of the Duke 


of Savoy to be tortured, becauſe he endeavoured to perſwade him 
: CT) 
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to Peace (d). So monſtrous were: his Ads, that Richerizs ſays. 
he muſt be wholly made. of Steel, who can read them without 


horror (e). 


genzral, 1, 4. PAC. 1.P. 15. 
P. I 50, Sup. l, 


Pope Leo X. ( in whoſe time the Reformation began ), was a civil 
debonair Gentleman 3 but fo little concerned for Religion, that he 
cared not to know what it meant (f). 
courſes of thar nature, it was for diverſion ſake, and to make him- 
felf ſport. His Soul, he rhought, was no longer-liv'd than his 
Body, and therefore he gave himſelf up to ſenſual Gratihcations 3 
and 'twas indeed but reaſon, that he who ſuppoſed he ſhould die 
like a Beaſt, ſhould live like an Epicure. 

Adrian VI. promiſed fair , but God alone knows, in caſe he 
an livd, whether his performances would have anſwered his pro- 
miles. 

Clement VII. as he got the Popedom by Simony (:), ſo he ad- 
miniſter'd it by as il} Arts. as he got it: His prime Virtue was 


Diffimulation; he made no conſcience of his Word or Oath, but *' 


brake his Covenants as oft as he made them. 

Paul III. and 71s II. who followed next, the Characters given 
of them by many of the Rowi/h Writers, are ſo foul and loath- 
ſome, that if I had the face to write them, no modeſt Man could 
read them without bluſhing. 

4. I ſhould now proceed to the laſt general Head of Cor- 
raptions, viz. Corruptions in Diſcipline. But becauſe that is (0 
large a Subject, that 'ris better to ſay nothing, than a little con- 
CErning it 3 and becauſe this Diſcourſe is already (welld beyond 
the bounds preſcrib'dz and becauſe what hath been ſaid upon the 
foregoing Heads, is more than enough to evince the neceſſity of 
Reformation : I ſhall therefore refer the Reader, for ſatisfaction 
in this Matter, to the Hiſtory of the Council of Text, written 
by Father Pas/; the Review of the Council of Trex: z Mr. Ger/ox's 
Sermon before Pope Alexander V. and his Declarat, Defef. wirer. 
Eccleſiaft. Clemangis's Tracts de Corrupto Statu Eccleſ. and de Reparat, 


& Reina Eccleſ. the hundred Grievances of the Germas Nation 


Eſpenceus's Comment on the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to 
Tits; the Appeal of the Univerſity of Paris from Pope Leo - 
the 


( d ) Rice, 
Hiſt. Conc. 
{EC ) —— Nife 06 geſta Fulit obſtrpueris, tatus quidem eris ferrerts, 


When he admitted Dif. (f) Hiſtory of 


the Council of 
Trent, 1,1. 


Hiſtory of 


Counct] aj 
Wh it. 


[ 60 ] 
the Articles of Reformation propoſed by the ſelect Council to 
Pope Pas/I[]T. The twenty points of Reformation propoſed by. 
the Emperors Ambaſſadors to the Ceuncil of 7rext, and the four 
and thirty propoſed by the Ambaſladors of the King of France. 
Richerius his Hiſtory of General Councils, &c.. 
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